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James 1:5-8

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.

INTRODUCTION

Understanding some key words:

"Lack" or a need (V.5)

Some needs do not require a miracle but when a miracle is needed, what do we need to know? 

James gives us good instructions:

· We need to ask

· We need to ask in faith

· We need to know that God gives liberally and without reproach

· "Reproach" means that he does not mock or tease us in giving

· This leads us to the first mental attitude needed for your miracle.

What is an “attitude”?

· A conduct derived from the way you think.

· What you think, you will believe.

· What you believe, you will do or conduct yourself accordingly.

· The Bible says, "For as he thinks in his heart, so he is"  (Proverbs 23:7)

· If you think rightly, you will have the faith to act and God will honor your faith and miracles will take place.

What should my mental attitudes be for my miracle?

FIRST MENTAL ATTITUDE  "TO BE SINGLE MINDED" (James 1:6-8)
When you are not single-minded, you have doubt.

Doubts will hinder your miracle

· James says, doubt is like a wave of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind.  You are neither here or there.  (James 1:6)

· It is like being lukewarm - neither hot nor cold.

· God says, He will spit you out  (Revelation 3:16).

· Doubt makes you double-minded. Double-minded people will not receive anything from God.  (James 1:7-8)

· Jesus did no miracle when there was unbelief

Matthew 13:58

"Now He did not do many mighty works there because of their unbelief."

· As a Church, we need to be single-minded to see God use us to touch our city and nation.  We need to be single-minded for personal miracles and miracles for the Church to fulfill it’s calling and purpose.

· If we have doubts, the Bible has the answer


Pray for God's help.

Mark 9:24-27

24 Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with tears, "Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!" 25 When Jesus saw that the people came running together, He rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it,  "Deaf and dumb spirit, I command you, come out of him and enter him no more!" 26 Then the spirit cried out, convulsed him greatly, and came out of him. And he became as one dead, so that many said, "He is dead. 27 But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose."

SECOND MENTAL ATTITUDE: "TO HAVE A SUBMISSIVE MIND"

A submissive mind is a mind of servanthood.

· Humility acknowledges Christ's Lordship and your stewardship. 

Jesus is our example.

Matthew 20:28  - (Jesus came to serve)

"just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for man"


John 13:3-5 – (Jesus washed the feet of the disciples)

3 "Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come from God and was going to God, 4 rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded Himself.   5 After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded."


Philippians 2:5-11 – (the mind of Jesus - an attitude first before exaltation)

5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

· This was Paul's teaching


Philippians 2:1-4 – (esteem others better than yourself)

"Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others."


Ephesians 5:21 – (submitting to one another)

"Submitting to one another in the fear of God."


Romans 12:10 – (in honor giving preference to one another)

"Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another;"

THE THIRD MENTAL ATTITUDE:"TO BE SPIRITUALLY MINDED"

· To be spiritually minded is life not death.

Romans 8:8

"For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace."

· It pleases the Lord

Romans 8:7-8

“7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God."

· It receives the things of God.  Miracles are supernatural.

1 Corinthians 2:14

"But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned."


A spiritual minded person is ready to receive a miracle from God.

FINALLY -  "TO HAVE A SECURED MIND"

Philippians 4:6-9

6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy-meditate on these things. 9 The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you."

· Do not fear or worry (V.6)

· Pray and worship (V.6)

· You will have God's peace that keeps your mind.  (V.7)

· Meditate on these things (V.8)

· The Psalmist says,  

(Psalm 1:2-3)

2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he meditates day and night.  3 He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper." (Psalm 1:2-3)


· The Word of God is our security - the peace of God will be with you.

· The Word of God is the rock on which we stand.  It shall not be shaken.


· The house or the life built on the Word will stand when the winds, rain and floods come.

