PAGE  
1

Senior Pastor Prince Guneratnam

Title: Misuse of God’s Blessings

INTRODUCTION

· “God’s blessings” means what God gives us.

(Deuteronomy 28: 8, 11, 12)
“The LORD will command the blessing on you in your storehouses and in all to which you set your hand, and He will bless you in the land which the LORD your God is giving you. And the LORD will grant you plenty of goods, in the fruit of your body, in the increase of your livestock, and in the produce of your ground, in the land of which the LORD swore to your fathers to give you. The LORD will open to you His good treasure, the heavens, to give the rain to your land in its season, and to bless all the work of your hand. You shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow.

· All that we have are God’s blessings. Life itself - its resources, power or position.

GOD’S BLESSINGS COME TO US IN THREE WAYS:

· A divine gift that causes us to succeed and be strong.

· Moses said to the people at the Red Sea 





(Ex 14:13-14)
“Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which He will accomplish for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall see again no more forever. 14 The Lord will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace.”  

· The Lord will open to you His treasure, where you did not built, dig or grow – God opens to you!





(Deuteronomy 28:12)

“The Lord will open to you His good treasure, the heavens, to give the rain to your land in its season, and to bless all the work of your hand. You shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow.” 





(Deuteronomy 6:10)

“So it shall be, when the Lord your God brings you into the land of which He swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give you large and beautiful cities which you did not build,”





(Deuteronomy 8:17 & 18)
17 then you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand have gained me this wealth.’ 18 “And you shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He who gives you power to get wealth, that He may establish His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day.”

· Why does God bless you?

“That He may establish His Covenant” - God’s Purpose, His Will and for His Name sake!

· God’s presence with us is a blessing




Moses’ prayer and God’s answer 




(Exodus 33:13 – 15)
3 Now therefore, I pray, if I have found grace in Your sight, show me now Your way, that I may know You and that I may find grace in Your sight. And consider that this nation is Your people.” 14 And He said, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” 15 Then he said to Him, “If Your Presence does not go with us, do not bring us up from here.”

· God’s working in us is a blessing

(Philippians 2:13)



“for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.”

· To misuse God’s blessings is to use them for wrong reasons or purposes
· God places high punitive measures for their misuse.

· E.g. The Ark of the Covenant was holy and no one was allowed to touch it except appointed ones. It was to be carried.

(Numbers 4:15)
“And when Aaron and his sons have finished covering the sanctuary and all the furnishings of the sanctuary, when the camp is set to go, then the sons of Kohath shall come to carry them; but they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they die.”

· The Ark of the Covenant was to be carried and not put on a cart.

(2 Samuel 6: 3 ,6, 7)
3 So they set the ark of God on a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill; and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drove the new cart. 6 And when they came to Nachon’s threshing floor, Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled. 7 Then the anger of the LORD was aroused against Uzzah, and God struck him there for his error; and he died there by the ark of God.

· God has low tolerance for those who misuse His blessings.

· Misuse of God-given resources, power and position brings suffering and pain. Also sicknesses, diseases and poverty.
· If we know what is right and still choose to misuse and abuse, this is an act of disobedience.

CONSIDER THE GARDEN OF EDEN AND SEE GOD’S RESPONSES TO MISUSES OF HIS BLESSINGS

· Misuse of Resources

(Genesis 2:16 & 17)
16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

· Adam and Eve ate what was not for eating – an act of misuse.
· What happened?
(Genesis 3:6)
6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. 

· What was God’s response?
(Genesis 3:16-19)
16 To the woman He said: “I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception; In pain you shall bring forth children; Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.”  17 Then to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of it’: “Cursed is the ground for your sake; In toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life. 18 Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you and you shall eat the herb of the field.  19 In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for dust you are, and to dust you shall return.
· Adam and Eve were punished severely

· What was given to Adam and Eve was cursed. They were not cursed but what belonged to them was.
(Genesis 3:19

)

19 In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you return to the 


ground, for out of it you were taken; for dust you are, and to dust you 


shall return.”
· The other that was cursed was the serpent, more than the animal kingdom

(Genesis 3:14)
14 So the LORD God said to the serpent: “Because you have done this,You are cursed more than all cattle, and more than every beast of the field; on your belly you shall go, and you shall eat dust all the days of your life.

· Adam and Eve lost what was rightly theirs

(Genesis 3:23)
23 therefore the LORD God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the ground from which he was taken.

· In the parable of the talents, Jesus teaches that the one who misused his talent by burying in the ground had it taken from him.

(Matthew 25:25-28)
25 And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.  26 “But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed. 27 So you ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents.
· Symbolic to the tree of the knowledge of good and evil today, is our tithes
· Tithes belong to God

(Leviticus 27:30)
30 And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the tree, is the LORD’s. It is holy to the LORD.

· We are to honor God with our tithes.

(Proverbs 3:9-10)
9 Honor the LORD with your possessions, and with the firstfruits of all your increase;  10 So your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will overflow with new wine. 

· It is not bite-size, faith promise neither offering

· It is God’s sacred portion – to use it for any other purpose is to misuse it.
God says, we rob Him

(Malachi 3:8-9)
8 Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say, ‘In what way have we robbed You?’ In tithes and offerings.  9 You are cursed with a curse, for you have robbed Me, even this whole nation.

· What is the blessing of God when we do not misuse our tithes?

(Malachi 3:10-12)
10 Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house, and try Me now in this,” Says the LORD of hosts, “If I will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing that there will not be room enough to receive it.  11 “And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, so that he will not destroy the fruit of your ground, nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in the field,” Says the LORD of hosts;  12
And all nations will call you blessed, for you will be a delightful land,” says the LORD of hosts.

· There are 7 blessings: “7” is the number of perfection

· God’s house will be provided for – there is no lack.  Notice it is the first of the 7 blessings
· Heaven’s window will be opened to you
· God’s supply will be more than enough
· The devourer will be rebuked
· Our fruit will not be destroyed
· We shall be fruitful
· We will be called blessed.
· Tithes is not a Mosaic Law – we learn from Jacob who lived earlier than Moses.  Jacob said, 
(Genesis 28:22)

“And this stone which I have set as a pillar shall be God’s house, and of all that You give me I will surely give a tenth to you.” 
· Take note of Abraham who was before Jacob 

(Genesis 14:18-20)

18 Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the priest of God Most High. 19 And he blessed him and said: “Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; 20 And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your enemies into your hand. And he gave him a tithe of all.”
· Jesus emphasized the need to tithe

(Matthew 23:23)
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, without leaving the others undone.”

CONCLUSION

· God’s blessings cannot be wasted.

E.g. The feeding of the 5,000.

(John 6:12)

So when they were filled, He said to His disciples, “Gather up the fragments that remain, so that nothing is lost.”

· God does not sponsor wastefulness.

· If you want more, do not misuse by being wasteful.

· The downfall of the prodigal son was his wastefulness.

(Luke 15:13)

And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living.

