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More Blessed

Senior Pastor Prince Guneratnam
Title: More Blessed 
Text: Acts 20:35

(Acts 20:35)
“I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that you must support the weak. And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, “it is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ”

INTRODUCTION:  
Bible incidents
· Abraham and the sacrifice of his only son, Isaac (Genesis 22:3 & 4)

For this sacrifice, God said to him, 16 “By Myself I have sworn, says the LORD, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son— 17 blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. 18 In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.” (Genesis 22:16-18)

· Abraham and the King of Sodom (Genesis 14:1-15:1)
· He gave up the King’s gifts to glorify God.
God gave him a generation as a nation and made him wealthy.
· Abraham’s servant said, 
“The LORD has blessed my master greatly, and he has become great; and He has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male and female servants, and camels and donkeys.”  

(Genesis 24:35)
· The widow woman at Zarephath (1 Kings 17:8-16)
· She gave her last meal meant for herself and son
· In return she was blessed with more than sufficient for her needs.

(1 Kings 17:14-16)
14 For thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘The bin of flour shall not be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until the day the LORD sends rain on the earth.’ ”15 So she went away and did according to the word of Elijah; and she and he and her household ate for many days. 16 The bin of flour was not used up, nor did the jar of oil run dry, according to the word of the LORD which He spoke by Elijah.

· The boy and his 5 loaves and 2 fishes (Matthew 14:13-21)
(Matthew 14:20)

The Bible says, “So they all ate and were filled, and they took up twelve baskets full of the fragments that remained.”  
CONCLUSION 

Giving to the making of the Tabernacle

· God said to Moses

(Exodus 35:4-9)
4 And Moses spoke to all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying, “This is the thing which the LORD commanded, saying: 5 ‘Take from among you an offering to the LORD. Whoever is of a willing heart, let him bring it as an offering to the LORD: gold, silver, and bronze; 6 blue, purple, and scarlet thread, fine linen, and goats’ hair; 7 ram skins dyed red, badger skins, and acacia wood; 8 oil for the light, and spices for the anointing oil and for the sweet incense; 9 onyx stones, and stones to be set in the ephod and in the breastplate.  

· The congregation’s response 

(Exodus 35:20-21)
20And all the congregation of the children of Israel departed from the presence of Moses.” 21 Then everyone came whose heart was stirred, and everyone whose spirit was willing, and they brought the LORD’s offering for the work of the tabernacle of meeting, for all its service, and for the holy garments.”

· Who gave?  


Verse 22 “both men and women”
Verse 27
“the rulers”
Verse 29
“the children”
· Those called by name



Verse 30 - 
And Moses said to the children of Israel, “See, the LORD has 





called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the 





tribe of Judah
Verse 34 -
And He has put in his heart the ability to teach, in him and 





Aholiab the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan.”
Chapt. 36:1
“And Bezalel and Aholiab, and every gifted artisan in whom 





the LORD has put wisdom and understanding, to know how to 




do all manner of work for the service of the sanctuary, shall 





do according to all that the LORD has commanded.

· The Offerings 
· How did they get such items to give, when they were slaves in Egypt?
                     They asked the Egyptians to give them.
(Exodus 35:4-9)

4 And Moses spoke to all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying, “This is the thing which the LORD commanded, saying: 5 ‘Take from among you an offering to the LORD. Whoever is of a willing heart, let him bring it as an offering to the LORD: gold, silver, and bronze; 6 blue, purple, and scarlet thread, fine linen, and goats’ hair; 7 ram skins dyed red, badger skins, and acacia wood; 8 oil for the light, and spices for the anointing oil and for the sweet incense; 9 onyx stones, and stones to be set in the ephod and in the breastplate.”

· Why did the Egyptians give them after all they were slaves? 
                     God gave them favor.
(Exodus 12:35-36)

             35 Now the children of Israel had done according to the word of Moses, and they had asked from the Egyptians articles of silver, articles of gold, and clothing. 36 And the LORD had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they granted them what they requested. Thus they plundered the Egyptians.
             (Proverbs 13:22)

              “A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children, but the wealth of the sinner is               

             stored up for the righteous.

                    (Job 27:16-17) said,   
                    16 Though he heaps up silver like dust, and piles up clothing like clay - 17 He may pile it     

                           up, but the just will wear it and the innocent will divide the silver.  (Job 27:16-17)
      (Ecclesiastes 2:26)

       “For God gives wisdom and knowledge and joy to a man who is 
good in His sight; but to the sinner He gives the work of gathering and collecting, that he may give to him who is good before God. This also is vanity and grasping for the wind.” What is God’s purpose to give us wealth?
       (Deuteronomy 8:18)

“And you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you power to get wealth, that He may establish His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day.

· What was the outcome of the people’s giving?

· A report from those who were craftsmen who were doing the work

              (Exodus 36:5-7)

              5 “The people bring much more than enough for the service of 
the work which the LORD commanded us to do.” 6 So Moses gave a commandment, and they caused it to be proclaimed throughout the camp, saying, “Let neither man nor woman do any more work for the offering of the sanctuary.” And the people were restrained from bringing, 7for the material they had was sufficient for all the work to be done—indeed too much.”  

· Giving does not make you poorer.
Jesus said, (Acts 20:35)
“I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that you must support the weak. And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” 
