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Associate Pastor Peter Ong

Title: No Turning Back

Text: Genesis 5:28; 6:5-10,13-22; 7:23; 8:18-22

Introduction
The steeplechase is one of the most difficult athletic races to compete in because it requires strength, stamina, and strategy. Just like any other race, once you start you go for the finish but in between the start and the finish for this race particularly one can be severely tested and tried to give up. 

Paul the apostle illustrates the believer’s life like a race where we run to win, train to win, and we must win! (I COR 9:24-27) Therefore we should not turn back or quit in the light of having started out in faith in the Lord Jesus Christ who, by the way, is the author/pioneer and perfecter/finisher of our faith (HEB 12:1,2).

Outline
Background

Noah’s name means “rest” (GEN5:29).

Noah lived in times of moral darkness and wickedness (GEN 6:5,11,12)
But what a breath - Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord (GEN 6:8)

God told Noah about the impending judgment and what he is to do (GEN 6:12-21).

Noah obeys God (GEN 6:22).

God’s Word and promise comes to pass and Noah and his family are saved (GEN 8:18-22).

I.          The situation was extremely challenging and demanding.

·        
Task beyond him as he had to do something not done before – build an ark


·        
Little or no source of encouragement around

·           None believed in what his God was going to do
II.        The motivation for him to go on relied on his trust in God.

·         He was in touch with God because he believed and experienced God’s favour
·        
God warned him of impending judgment
·        
God showed His plans and purposes to him

III.      The persistence of his actions brought fulfillment and God’s blessing upon him and his generation.

·      
Tireless and persevering effort in doing God’s work fulfilling His purposes

·        
Bold to be different – in the world but not of the world

·        
“God said it, I will do it” mentality – irregardless of the cost

Conclusion
Noah is an example of a man of persistent faith … one who would not turn back on his trust in God! With your persevering faith in God … you can witness God work powerfully and wonderfully in your life!

