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1 John 4:16

Introduction

· Verse 16 – “know and believe” – the love that God has for us

· Verses 7 & 8 – God is love – the essence of God

GOD’S LOVE FOR US
John 3;16

· God’s love is personal

1 John 4:9-10

· Propitiation speaks of His Son Jesus being the atoning victim for our sins

· If God loves us as sinners to save us, how much more will He love us as His children

1 John 3:1

· God’s love cannot be described in human language

Ephesians 2:4

· God loves us with His great love 

GOD’S LOVE IS OUR SECURITY
Consider Psalm  91:9-16  

· It is believe that Moses wrote this Psalm for the children of Israel in the wilderness.   

      This psalm is relevant for us today.

      - Verses  9,14 – begin with  “because”

      - Because of what “we know and believe”

      - You have made the Lord your dwelling place (v.9)

      - Note v. 9 is a repeat of v.1and 2

Psalm 91: 1
· “dwells” means to abide , to take residence – a permanent place.  

        It is not temporary like a hotel or only  when in trouble or need. 

· “secret place” means to live in God’s love. 

      It is “secret” to those who don’t know. 

      Know and believe God’s love for us. 

· “under the shadow” speaks of when the heat of the light passes through before it casts a   shadow.  

      When the destruction is taken out of the sun’s heat. 

       In other words, it must first go through God before it can come to us.

      Our residence in God’s love and His shadow goes with us to protect us.

Psalm 91:2
· “I will say” - You can say this if you “know and believe”

· God becomes our refuge and our fortress.

      Refuge means “a hiding place”

     (Being human) – a place to regain strength and be refreshed

     Fortress means “a place of protection”

     (Spiritual attacks) – when the enemy attacks, you need protection

How is God our refuge and fortress?
Psalm 91 lists 12 ways :

1.  Deliver from the snare of the fowler  (v.3)

      Refers to deceptions, tricks that capture and imprison you.


2.  Deliver from the perilous pestilence (v.3)

      Not only pestilence but also life threatening situations

      3 kinds of deliverance
· To be taken out of the situation by removing the problem


  Through miracles  

               e.g. Healings, turning water into wine

· To show how to get out when in the problem 


  By faith, we act upon His Word 

               e.g. David and Goliath  (1 Sam. 17:45-51)

· To equip you to withstand the problem


  By grace





  e.g. Paul’s “thorn in the flesh”, Daniel in the lion’s den

Cover you with His feathers, and under His wings you shall take refuge; His truth shall be your shield and buckler.”  (v.4)


· His feathers hide  you so you are not an easy target

· His wings make you airborne and  you can soar like an eagle

· His Truth and shield  implies God’s Word and faith goes together

3.  No fear of the terror by night (v.5) i.e.  threats

4.  No fear of the arrow by day (v.5)  i.e. cunning and deceiving plans

      Paul speaks of the fiery darts or arrows of the wicked one  (Eph. 6:16)

5.  No fear of the pestilence that walks in the night (v.6)

6.  No fear of the destruction that lays waste at noonday (v.6)

      Thousands may fall at your side and at your right hand, but they shall not come near you  

       (v.7)

7.  No evil shall befall you  (V.10)

8.  No plague (any) shall come near your dwelling place  (V.10)

9.  You shall tread upon the lion  (V.13)

10.  You shall tread upon the cobra  (V.13)

You shall trample under your foot the young lion  (V.13)

You shall trample under your foot the serpent  (Satanic attack)  (V.13)

Illustrations:  

1.  The children of Israel (Exodus 13:17-22) were protected by a pillar of cloud by day and fire by night.

      Because they were a people loved by God.

      Our cloud by day and fire by night today is God’s Love.

2.  The prodigal son (Luke 15:22-24) The father gave him  his robe, ring & sandals.

       To dwell in love is to be dressed like the prodigal son!!

Abiding in God’s love is having His righteousness, authority and a new walk that Satan and all his demons cannot touch.

