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INTRODUCTION

The word encourage means to give support, confidence, or hope to (Oxford).

William Barclay, a Scottish theologian and religious writer said this: “One of the

highest of human duties is the duty of encouragement.”

Barnabas whose name means Son of Encouragement exemplified this important trait in his life in the brief accounts given in the book of Acts. What he did encouraged others and empowered them to live successfully in their faith.

BODY

In comparison to the brilliant spotlights of Acts like Peter, Paul, Silas, James, and

Apollos – Barnabas appears as a flickering flame but how essential his light was!

His encouragement counted significantly in the building of God’s people and Kingdom. What a powerful ministry when you know how to encourage others! 

I. Encouragement in giving (ACTS 4:32-37)

1)  
Giving of oneself to God must always precede the giving of anything else!(II COR 8:5). Especially of wanting to encourage others!

2) Giving must stem out from experiencing and having His love in your life. (ROM 5:5). You can only encourage others when you yourself are encouraged!

II. Encouragement in fellowship (ACTS 11:22-26; 13:1,42)

1) Fellowship seeks out others who need a lift in their life, a hope in their helplessness, a light in their darkness, … a second chance!. (MATT 5:14-16).

2) Fellowship involves seeing others succeed and do well in their faith. Paul’s exhortation through his letters to the many churches is so rich and      encouraging. Could it be because of Barnabas giving him that head start?

III. Encouragement in spite of failure (ACTS 15:36-39)

1) Standing with and for the one who has failed requires a big heart and a friendly hand. Being clothed with compassion means there is a practical outflow of love that is willing to risk for the sake of others.

2) Believing in the one who has failed is to believe that through Christ Jesus all things can become new and there is hope in their future! (II COR 5:17).

CONCLUSION

Paul the apostle became one of the greatest apostle! John Mark wrote the Gospel of Mark and ultimately proved to be very useful to Paul’s ministry (IITIM 4:11b)!

Who are the Paul’s and Mark’s in your life? Who can you encourage so that they             can be great in the kingdom of God!  

