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INTRODUCTION

· The “Portrait of Grace” shows believers how to turn rags to riches through a covenant relationship to accomplish their destiny.
· David and Jonathan had a covenant relationship 

 “Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved him as his own soul.” (1 Samuel 18:3)

· This covenant was made between 17-20 years after the Ziklag experience and after Saul and Jonathan had been killed.
· After David became king, he remembered the covenant he made with his friend Jonathan (c.f. 2 Samuel 9.)
· You will never reach your divine destiny until you know, believe and live in your covenant relationship.
· Our God is the God of Covenants
“Covenant” is the foundation of Christianity, the key to successful living in every aspect of life here on earth.

Examples: 

· Noah: The rainbow is a sign of God’s covenant to all generations including ours.  (Genesis 8:20; 9:8-13)
· Abraham – A blood covenant with him and his seed, the Jewish people  (Genesis 15:7-10, 18)
· David – His seed will rule, and of His kingdom there will be no end – speaking of Jesus  (Psalm 89)
My mercy I will keep for him forever, and My covenant shall stand firm with him.  29 His seed also I will make to endure forever, and his throne as the days of heaven.” (Psalm 89:28-29)

· God’s covenant includes you through Jesus Christ

Luke 22:20

“This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you.”
 (The cup” is the cup of blessing.)

1 Corinthians 10:16

“The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?”

Hebrews 12:24

“to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than that of Abel.”

Hebrews 13:20-21

20 Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 21 make you complete in every good work to do His will, working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.”

Romans 4:1-7
What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” 4 Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt. 5 But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness, 6 just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to whom God imputes righteousness apart from works: 7“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered;”
Romans 5:1-2

“Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”

THERE ARE 3 KINDS OF COVENANTS

· The shoe covenant – Ruth and Boaz   

Ruth 4:7-9
7 Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning redeeming and exchanging, to confirm anything: one man took off his sandal and gave it to the other, and this was a confirmation in Israel. 8 Therefore the close relative said to Boaz, “Buy it for yourself.” So he took off his sandal. 9 And Boaz said to the elders and all the people, “You are witnesses this day that I have bought all that was Elimelech’s, and all that was Chilion’s and Mahlon’s, from the hand of Naomi.”
· It was a sign in Israel that when a man gave up a piece of his property, he took off his shoe in the gate before his elders, symbolizing that he has given the legal right to the one, who now has the shoe to walk and own the property – a transfer of shoe is a transfer of ownership.
· The salt covenant  [salt preserves] - covenant of loyalty. It is irrevocable and permanent 
                     Numbers 18:19
“All the heave offerings of the holy things, which the children of Israel offer to the LORD, I have given to you and your sons and daughters with you as an ordinance forever; it is a covenant of salt forever before the LORD with you and your descendants with you.”
2 Chronicles 13:5
“Should you not know that the LORD God of Israel gave the dominion over Israel to David forever, to him and his sons, by a covenant of salt?”
· The blood covenant – there is no reversal or it cannot be broken
    Jeremiah 34:18
   “And I will give the men who have transgressed My covenant, who have not performed the words of
    
    the covenant which they made before Me, when they cut the calf in two and passed between the parts of it”
To break a blood covenant is to face the fate of the sacrificed animal.
· Every blessing we receive from God is by covenant.  They come as a by-product of God’s covenant.



Forgiveness -
Healing from sicknesses & diseases



Salvation -
Holy Spirit Baptism



Deliverance -
& all blessings is a blood covenant, made by Jesus through the Cross of Calvary.

· Marriage is a covenant. It is a blood covenant.  It has to be consummated - that’s why virgins is the priority in a marriage.  Only death ends the marriage covenant.


Romans 7:2

“For the woman who has a husband is bound by the law to her husband as long as he lives. But if the husband dies, she is released from the law of her husband.”

· In the last days - God places covenant breakers with the company of the vile, evil and wicked acts.



Covenants are never meant to be casual.


2 Timothy 3:1-2

“But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy”. 


The list goes on in Romans 1:26-32


Romans 1:31

“undiscerning, untrustworthy [covenant breakers], unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful;”

WHAT WERE THE REQUIREMENTS TO MAKE A BLOOD COVENANT?

· It requires a sacrifice – an animal sacrifice
· The two parties divide the animal sacrifice
· They would confess what was agreed upon – which is like taking an oath – walking between the pieces of the cut animal.
· There is an exchange of names – like signing  (some times a change of name)
· They ate a meal at the end. This is what Jesus did on the Cross of Calvary.        .

In the Middle East, there is a saying, “blood is thicker than milk - the milk we took from our mothers.  Meaning a blood relationship is more binding than a family tie.

· Scripture says, “…. A friend sticketh closer than a brother”.  (Proverbs 18:24)
(John 15:13-15).Jesus said, 
Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends. 14 You are My friends if you do whatever I command you. 15 No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you.  
· We are related to Jesus by a Blood Covenant, the blood that was shed on the Cross of Calvary.  This relationship is stronger than milk or the umbilical cord by birth.
· The Church has been redeemed by the Blood. Our relationship to Jesus and to one another is based on a Blood Covenant that makes us one. 
· We are one in Him.
· The Blood that washes our sins.
· The Blood that Satan trembles

· The Blood that releases the power, blessings and the life of Jesus in our life.

· Jesus expressed this truth in His prayer found in John 17:20 & 21
(John 17:20-21)
“I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 
A bickering and divided Church witnessees that Jesus is not the Lord of the Church.

Illustration: 

Joshua chapter 9 (Joshua and the Gibeonites) teaches that:  

· Keeping covenant with a just man does not require much of being a man.

· Keeping covenant with a liar, deceitful person requires character

· You don’t break covenant, you keep your side, the Righteous God will deal with covenant breakers.
· The scripture teaches that  God keeps covenant and so must we.

CONCLUSION:  DAVID KEPT HIS COVENANT WITH JONATHAN - A PORTRAIT OF GRACE

(2 Samuel 9:1)
Now David said, “Is there still anyone who is left of the house of Saul, that I may show him kindness for Jonathan’s sake?”

“the house of Saul” 

- Saul who chased him to kill him

- Saul who refused him as God’s chosen and anointed king.

· Is this natural to show kindness to someone like Saul?  NO!

· It is God’s grace and it takes a covenant.
· David was told about of one from Saul’s house and of his condition. His name was Mephibosheth and he was lame in both of his feet.  (2 Samuel 9:3)
· It was expedient to kill the family of defeated kings.
-    Think of the fear Mephibosheth must have had when David called for him.
(2 Samuel 9:7, 9-10)

David said, “7 Do not fear, for I will surely show you kindness for Jonathan your father’s sake, and will restore to you all the land of Saul your grandfather; and you shall eat bread at my table continually.” 


9 And the king called to Ziba, Saul’s servant, and said to him, “I have given to your master’s son all that 

belonged to Saul and to all his house. 10 You therefore, and your sons and your servants, shall work the land for him, and you shall bring in the harvest, that your master’s son may have food to eat. But Mephibosheth your master’s son shall eat bread at my table always.” Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants
· Mephibosheth fell on his face and said:

 “What is your servant, that you should look upon such a dead dog as I?” (2 Samuel 9:8)
· It was because of grace and covenant
(Ephesians 2:8)
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God.”
· Our feet are lame and unable to walk righteously with God because of sin.  
· Our relation with God broken and the sentence of death is upon us.
(John 10:10)Jesus said,
The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.

· We hid from God and live in poverty, sickness and shame.
· One day we heard that God came looking for us – His Name is Jesus.
(Luke 19:10)
“for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.

· Because of the covenant of the Cross of Calvary, our sins can be forgiven and we can be made new creatures.  All that Satan has stolen can be restored and we shall be kings and priests with God.
· How did this happen?  By covenant – the Cross of Calvary.
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