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REVIEW

*
Scriptures says that multitudes gathered to be with Jesus (Luke 14:25)

· We want forgiveness but do not seek repentance

· We want to be healed but will not stop that which brings the sickness

· We want peace but will not stop fighting

· We want to take but will not learn to give

· We want to live but do things that destroy life

· We want love but will hate our brothers

· We want heaven but walk the road to hell.

*
Jesus came to teach the principles of Kingdom living as He wanted disciples!!


Two principles:


*
God is first  (Luke 14:26)   
4 levels of relationships:  

- Father & Mother

- Wife & Children

- Brothers & Sisters

- Self


*
The cost of discipleship (Luke 14:27)



3 facts:


*
Choose daily to follow Jesus  (Luke 9:23)

*
Cross which speaks of death to self



*
Follow me – a way of life after the new nature


Illustrations:


*
When we build – count the cost   (V. 28-30)


*
When we go to war – don’t start anything without seeing the end from the beginning  (V. 31-33)
MANAGEMENT OF RESOURCES

The number one problem in life is management.

In America, 


2%

financially independent at age 65


30%
depend on charity


23%
need to work to survive


45%
depend on relatives


This is because of bad management and poor investments.

Jesus’ taught about 36 parables, 18 of which deal with how to manage your possessions.

3 Biblical Principles to manage your wealth

*
God controls your income


- Deut 8:18; Proverbs 10:22; Eccl. 5:19;  Proverbs 13:11


God doesn’t give us more until He can trust us.


God has trouble getting the money through you and not to you!


If He can get it through you, you will get more.


Give your tithes and offerings – you steal if you don’t give


- Malachi 3:8-10; Luke 6:38

*
Keep the Sabbath


- Exodus 20:9-11


Work is 6 days (a week)


56-60 hours a week is normal.


40 hours is semi-retired


*
5 reasons why God gave the Sabbath:




* 
To remind man of God’s creative power, who God is and what He has done




* 
To confirm that work without God’s help is futile, not satisfying or fulfilling



*
To confirm the sanctity of work, rightly spent buys a good life.  Work is one side of the coin and the other is worship.  (Eccl. 12:13) 

It is a day we stop from our labor so that God may bless what we have done

- Genesis 2:2-3


It is a day for rest and worship
- Jesus is an excellent example  (John 9:4)

Worship is holiness in practice.

Worship makes work meaningful and work offers a practical expression of our worship.  (Rom. 12:1)

What does the Sabbath mean?

I know He is my creator and I worship Him

I depend on God to find fulfillment, joy, satisfaction and success in my work.

How do we keep the Sabbath?
Keep a day as unto the Lord.  Not by doing nothing but for worship 

Remember God is the Creator and His creative works still goes on even today

How many experience the blessedness of depending on the Lord for your work?

Let your Sabbath Day be a day for Jesus to come into your life in areas you have

worked hard or need help

Let your Sabbath Day be a day you commit to God your life, for Him to work His

miracles, that you may praise and worship Him

Let your Sabbath Day be a day God has the priority in all of your labor throughout 

the week
The Sabbath is for your peace, your joy and fulfillment in your labor..

Remember what Jesus said, “The Sabbath was made for man and not man for the Sabbath”  (Mark 2:27)

Live within your means – owe no man
Common fact

When your outgo is greater than your income, your upkeep will be your down fall.

Borrowing – getting into debt  (Romans 13:8; Proverbs 22:7)

4 questions to ask
Do I need this? – not want

Do I have the peace to do it?

How am I going to pay this back? – concrete ways

What goes if I do not meet this debt? – the consequences

10 steps to be delivered
Get out by decision

Confess and repent

Commitment – sacrifice

Have confidence

Cooperation – wife and family

Construct a budget and stay with it

Change your habits

Consult – get advice

Honor God

Consistency

It’s not what you have but what you are that makes you the person you ought to be
Conclusion:

God has called us to be the salt of the earth  (Luke 14:34 & 35)

When salt has lost its flavor, it is no salt at all.

FOLLOW UP MESSAGE

Principles of Kingdom Living  (Luke 19:11-27)

The story is about a nobleman, who was about to be made King (Luke 19:12)

The story told by Jesus was really about Himself.  (Luke 19:11)

Jesus has given gifts to us through the Holy Spirit, along with natural giftings and talents

Jesus is coming back

As believers, we are to be faithful and to occupy till He comes.

