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INTRODUCTION





Scripture says that multitudes gathered to be with Jesus. It was not difficult for Him to gather crowds. They wanted benefits and advantages of salvation but discipleship has a price.


We want forgiveness but do not seek repentance


We want to be healed but will not stop that which brings the sickness


We want peace but will not stop fighting


We want to take but will not learn to give


We want to live but do things that destroy life


We want love but will hate our brothers


We want heaven but walk the road to hell.





Jesus came to teach the Kingdom of God and to make disciples who will help Him build the Church


 


To the multitudes, Jesus said, “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.”  (V. 26)





What did Jesus mean by “Hate”?


We usually think it is wrong to hate as it mean having a malicious and unjustifiable feeling towards others, whether towards the innocent or by mutual animosity (Matthew 10:22). Such hate leads to wrong doing and is sin.


But the word hate in the text means a preference for one over another, a matter of priority (c.f. Matthew 6:24). God is first when it comes to parents, family and yourself. This is not sinful. (c.f. Ephesians 6:1 & 2)





The cost of discipleship (Luke 14:27)


       Three facts to discipleship:


Bear or take up  - a choice you make (Luke 9:23)


Cross  which speaks of death to self


Come after me, follow me which speaks of a way of life, after the new nature


     Choose Jesus, die to self and live for Jesus!





What follows is practical, good common sense living (Luke 14)


A builder must count his resources  (V. 28 & 30)


A king at war must count the consequences (V. 31-33)


Salt must be worth its salt, otherwise it is cast out and is worthless (V. 34-35)





The above applies to “Marriage and morality” and  “ Money management”





MARRIAGE & MORALITY





Marriage calls for commitment - Stick at it with the one you chose to marry  for better or for worse. Only death should part you (Romans 7:2 & 3)





4 practical teachings in the Word of God - common sense statements


If you are dating an unbeliever, get out of it now, so it does not have to be “for worse” (2 Corinthians 6:14)


If you marry, marry one who is of the opposite sex – common sense (Romans 1:26 & 27)


One of the reasons for marriage is for pro-creation  (Genesis 1:28)


If you marry an immature, unstable and emotional person, you will learn his ways


      (Proverbs 22:24, James 1:8) 








Morality


Sex and marriage is God’s idea 


Sex is only to be with your own wife


      Scripture says “every man is to give his wife due benevolence”. “due benevolence” – is sex.





MONEY MANAGEMENT





2nd problem in marriage


In America,


      2%	   reach age 65, financially independent


      30%   depend on charity


      23%   need to work to survive


      45%   depend on relatives


      This is because they have not learned to save.





Jesus’ taught about 35 parables, 18 of which deal with how to manage your possessions.





7 Biblical principles to manage your wealth:


God controls your income





      God doesn’t give us more until He can trust us


      God has trouble getting the money through you and not to you!


      If He can get it through you, you will get more.


Give your tithes and offerings – you steal if you don’t give (Malachi 3:8-10)


Work is 6 days (a week)


         60 hours a week is normal


         40 hours is semi-retired


Proverbs 17:13 





God wants you to invest in yourself


      When your outgo is greater than your income, your upkeep will be your down fall.


Give and you will receive – the sowing principle


Borrowing – getting into debt (Proverbs 22:7, Proverbs 26:8)


Don’t sign a guarantee, unless you are willing to pay it with joy. (Proverbs 22:26)





5 questions to ask


Do I need this?  - not want


Do you both agree? – fights happen, when only one agree


Do I have the peace to do?


How am I going to pay this back? – concrete ways


What goes if I do not meet this debt? – the consequences





Don’t go into partnership with unbelievers (2 Corinthians 6:14)


Consider the principles of long-term debt





10 steps to be delivered:


Get out by decision


Confess and repent


Commitment – sacrifice


Have confidence


Co-operation – wife and family


Construct a budget and stay with it


Change your habits


Consult – get advice


Honor God


Consistency





It’s not what you have but what you are that makes you the person you ought to be.





CONCLUSION


God has called you to be the salt of the earth.  When salt has lost its flavour, it is no salt at all.


