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REVIEW
Jesus told a story of a certain nobleman and his servants
· The nobleman is Jesus 

· The servants are those who are called, forgiven and filled with His Holy Spirit 

· The message was “Occupy till I come”

       We are to serve with our gifts and with the anointing of the Holy Spirit.

· Jesus is coming back.

Jesus told this story because:  (Luke 19:11)
· He was near Jerusalem

· The disciples thought He was going to set up His Kingdom

· Jerusalem is the chosen city where Jesus will set up His Kingdom.

The nobleman called his servants
· One class of people – servants but they were not equal.

· Their gifts differed

      While all are servants, ranks among servants differ

· How does one serve?  

      The excellent way is love.

- 1 Corinthians 12:27-31

       Best gifts refers to the context of need , not that one is better than another

       A more excellent way refers to the context of serving. 

       The excellent way to serve with your gift is with love

- Serving with love is summarised in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8

     -  Seventeen expressions of serving in love:

1.  Without hypocrisy (pretends)

2.  Abhor evil (hate evil)

3.  Cling to good (take a stand for good)

4.  Be kindly affectionate

5.  Give preference by honouring the other (delight in honouring)

6.  With diligence (not lazy)

7.  Fervent in spirit (enthusiastically)

8.  Rejoicing in hope (God’s plan)

9.  Patience in tribulation (trouble)

10.  Continue steadfastly in prayer (pray always)

11.  Be charitable (benevolent)

12.  Hospitable

13.  Bless and not curse

14.  Empathise

15.  Be humble

16.  Do not take revenge

17.  Live peaceably with all.

ALL THE SERVANTS RECEIVED GIFTS (LUKE 19:13)
The gifts were given according to his ability  (Matthew 25:15)

God determines as He pleases (1 Corinthians 12:18)

It means no two persons are alike
Life is not fair  when you look at it in a natural way.

Examples:

· Cain and Abel – who made the right sacrifice and yet who was murdered? Abel.

· Jacob and Esau – Jacob was chosen though he was a supplanter

· Joseph and his experience – the Bible says, “The Lord was with him”.

· Some are more gifted – talented, taller, smarter and more beautiful.

· We are servants but not equal.

      We should stop comparing ourselves with others (2 Corinthians 10:12)


.”

You must BE and DO what God has made and given you.

Enjoy yourself and be faithful and useful.

SUCCESS IS EXPECTED  (LUKE 19:16-19)
Commendations were made  on two counts

· Good - not only being righteous only but arising out of compassion.

      Righteousness comes out of the law – legalism.

      e.g.    The difference between Jesus and the Pharisees.

               Jesus was the good Samaritan and He is righteous.


  The Pharisees was righteous.

· Faithfulness (Matthew 25:21&23)

      Servants of the Kingdom are people who live a life of purpose and meaning.  

      They are focused.

Success is expected (Luke 12:48) 

· Don’t applaud a person’s gift – it is given.

· Applaud him for what he does with the gift.

The best is given more (Luke 19:24)

· This is not communism.

· This stimulates entrepreneurship , to be your best.

THE SERVANT WHO FAILED  (LUKE 19:20)
He had fear and not faith  (V. 20 & 21)
· He did nothing.  He had the potential but did not use it.  Potential without performance.

· He did not appreciate and trust his master. (Luke 19:21) 

     
We must trust God, Fear and faith cannot coexist.

     
Have faith in God – who has faith in you.

God does not ask that we explain Him or understand or protect Him but He asks that we 

trust in Him with all our hearts

     
The servant was afraid to fail. The greatest tragedy in life is not failing but quitting.

He hid it in a handkerchief or buried in the ground or earth (Matthew 25:25)
· The handkerchief and  ground/earth symbolise the flesh, the carnal mind which cannot please God.

· People like him are  not necessarily idle and lazy but are not spiritually alive. They use the gift for themselves and for worldly gain e.g.  The story of the rich man and Lazarus.

CONCLUSION
Every talent is important
· The servant who failed was severely punished (Matthew 25:30)

· No one is without value in the Kingdom, everyone is vital.

      Heaven rejoices over one soul saved.  c.f. The parables of the lost coin, the lost sheep, the 

      prodigal son.

Examples of God’s commendations made 

· God called  Noah a just man who walked with God (Genesis 6:9)

       Noah did not fail to try – God helped him,

· God said Abraham was His friend  (James 2:23)

· God said David was a man after His own heart.(Acts 13:22)

