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INTRODUCTION

· In His dialogue with His disciples about the end-times, Jesus speaks of an event that will take place before He returns in bodily form to the earth.

·  It is called the Rapture (c.f. Acts 1:10-11)

WHAT IS THE RAPTURE? – THE ESCAPE OF THE CHURCH

· The rapture is an escape from all the things that Jesus predicted would happen on the earth.(Luke 2:36)

· These events have begun to happen but not yet to the extent as it should be (Matthew 24:8).

· The word “Rapture” is not found in the Bible because the Bible is a book of concepts and word pictures so that it can be easily understood

· The word “homosexual” is also not found in the Bible – Moses described the concept in Leviticus 20:13.

· The word “Trinity” is not found but is described over and over again (c.f. Matthew 3:16 & 17 – at the baptism of Jesus)

· (Luke 21:36).

· There is no escape outside of Jesus (Hebrews 2:3)

· Scriptures on the Rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18, 1 Corinthians 15:51 & 52)

The Dead in Christ shall rise first. (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18)

· Jesus will come down from heaven –  He is now in Heaven and is coming back to earth.

· A command or a shout is given – like that to Lazarus to “come forth”   (John 11:43)

“At the Rapture Jesus may say  “Come up here…” (C.f. Revelation 4:1)

· “Trumpet call” – this speaks of royalty.

· A meeting in the air or clouds

· To be with Jesus forever

· It is said to encourage – we do need encouragement 

· It is a mystery so cannot be explained fully.  It takes faith to accept (1 Corinthians 15:51 & 52)

· It will happen like a flash – a twinkling of our eyes.

· Our bodies will be changed become incorruptible.
HOW WILL THE RAPTURE HAPPEN?

Two descriptions are given:

· Like the days of Noah (Matthew 24:37-39)

· There was eating and drinking – gluttony, pleasure of all kinds to feed the lust of the eyes and the flesh.

· Multiple marriages and not marriages between one man and one woman

· “They knew nothing” – Noah preached for 120 years but this fell on deaf ears, the people were indifferent.

· They will be taken – disappear (Matthew 24:40-41)

· There will be a snatching away

· It will be like a thief in the night

· We must be ready.

WHEN WILL THE RAPTURE HAPPEN?
· No one knows (Matthew 24:36, 42-44, Revelation 16:15). The call is to watch – be alert and ready.

· One clue as to when, if there is one (Matthew 24:14)

WHO WILL BE RAPTURED?

· The common answer is “all Christians”.

· The Bible answer is “Those who look or love His Coming” i.e. Christians, who look for Him (2 Timothy 4:8). 

Those who look will keep themselves pure (1 John 3:3)

Next Week:

10 REASONS WHY I BELIEVE THIS GENERATION WILL BE THE GENERATION THAT WILL BE RAPTURED

