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Sermon Title: Rain

Scriptures:  Zechariah 10:1

Zechariah 10:1

“Ask the LORD for rain in the time of the latter rain. The LORD will make flashing clouds;  He 

will give them showers of rain, grass in the field for everyone.”

INTRODUCTION

· In some cultures, when there is no rain, the people make sacrifices to appease their gods for rain.
· In an agriculture-based economy, rain is crucial for economic survival.  
· In Bible times, agriculture and cattle drove their economy.  This is true in some countries even today.
· In the Bible, rain speaks of blessings and God’s favour and approval.  When the kings of Israel and the nation did evil and sinned against God, God withheld the rain.
During King Ahab’s reign:
1 Kings 17:1
“And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the LORD God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except at my word.”

The reason for this:
1 Kings 16:30

“Now Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD, more than all who were before him.”
· The Bible speaks of rain that comes twice in its seasons – the former rain and the latter rain.
· There is a purpose for the rain

· The purpose of the former rain is to soften the earth for the planting of seeds.
· The latter rain is harder and stronger so that the seed in the soil will break off its shell and the life in the seed may give birth for growth and harvest.

· Rain in the Bible also speaks of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

The Prophecy of Joel in Joel 2
· The Holy Spirit that will convict us of sin, of righteousness and of judgment (John 16:8) and, we will get saved (the former rain)

· The infilling of the Holy Spirit (the latter rain) where we are able to bear fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-25) and the gifts of the Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:4-11).  

    

Galatians 5:22-25 - Fruit of the Spirit

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.
  
  
1 Corinthians 12:4-11 – Gifts of the Spirit

4 There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: 8 for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.

· This is possible when God sends His rain (the Holy Spirit) in our lives. – but this is not all.
· God says, ask for rain in the latter rain
· Ask for rain – this is the rain that makes us more than conquerors, spiritually, physically (in health), and materially – we can be successful and prosperous in what we do.
· This is for the asking.

· First - Get saved  (former rain in your life, convicted by the Holy Spirit)
· Second - Be filled (baptism of the Holy Spirit) 
· Third - live a life as a testimony in every way possible as the Lord provides. (Living a spirit filled and blessed life)

Zechariah 10:1
“Ask the LORD for rain in the time of the latter rain. The LORD will make flashing clouds;  He will give them showers of rain, grass in the field for everyone.”
THE LORD SHALL MAKE
· God makes the rain– no other but God. Therefore, we must pray or ask and believe.

Isaiah 55:10-13

10 “For as the rain comes down, and  the snow from heaven, and do not return there, but water the earth, and make it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11 So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it. 12 “For you shall go out with joy, and be led out with peace; The mountains and the hills shall break forth into singing before you, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree; and it shall be to the LORD for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”

· Hosea speaks of Israel’s back-slidden state and how she did not recognize it was God who prospered them.

Hosea 2:5-7,8

5 For their mother has played the harlot; she who conceived them has behaved shamefully. For she said, ‘I will go after my lovers, Who give me my bread and my water,  My wool and my linen, My oil and my drink.’ 6“Therefore, behold, I will hedge up your way with thorns, and wall her in, so that she cannot find her paths. 7  She will chase her lovers, but not overtake them; Yes, she will seek them, but not find them.  then she will say, ‘I will go and return to my first husband, for then it was better for me than now.’ 8 For she did not know that I gave her grain, new wine, and oil, and multiplied her silver and gold— Which they prepared for Baal.”
· When Israel repented, Joel speaks of the rain in the latter rain.
       Joel 2:25-27

25 “So I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the crawling locust, the consuming locust, and the chewing locust, My great army which I sent among you. 26 You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD your God, Who has dealt wondrously with you; and My people shall never be put to shame. 27 Then you shall know that I am in the midst of Israel: I am the LORD your God and there is no other. My people shall never be put to shame.

ASK THE LORD
· God gives to those who ask

       Matthew 5:42

      “Give to him who asks you, and from him who wants to borrow from you do not turn away.”

       Matthew 7:7

      “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.”

      Matthew 21:22


      “And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.”

· If you ask for bread

       Luke 11:11
       “If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, 
       will he give him a serpent instead of a fish?”

· You have not because you ask not

       James 4:2

      “ ……..Yet you do not have because you do not ask.”

RAIN IS WATER – THE HOLY SPIRIT

This is the Holy Spirit

John 7:37-39

37 On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying,  “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. 38 He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” 39 But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.”

Psalm 1:3

He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.”

SHOWER OF RAIN – ABUNDANCE
Luke 6:38

“Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.”
· When God brought them into the Promised Land. It was a land of abundance.

Deuteronomy 11:10-12

10 For the land which you go to possess is not like the land of Egypt from which you have come, where you sowed your seed and watered it by foot, as a vegetable garden; 11 but the land which you cross over to possess is a land of hills and valleys, which drinks water from the rain of heaven, 12 a land for which the LORD your God cares; the eyes of the LORD your God are always on it, from the beginning of the year to the very end of the year.”

FOR EVERYONE
God has no favorites.

Romans 2:11 

“For there is no partiality with God.”

