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Scriptures: Joshua  6:1-5

INTRODUCTION

God’s Strategy for Joshua’s Victory

(Joshua 6:1-5) 
“Now Jericho was securely shut up because of the children of Israel; none went out, and none came in. 2 And the LORD said to Joshua: “See! I have given Jericho into your hand, its king, and the mighty men of valor. 3 You shall march around the city, all you men of war; you shall go all around the city once. This you shall do six days. 4 And seven priests shall bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark. But the seventh day you shall march around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets. 5 It shall come to pass, when they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, and when you hear the sound of the trumpet, that all the people shall shout with a great shout; then the wall of the city will fall down flat. And the people shall go up every man straight before him.”

· This strategy was given after Joshua recognized the Lord (Joshua 5:13-15)
· God’s strategy 
· March around the city once for 6 days – on the 7th day for 7 times (V. 3)
· The seven priests shall bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns and on the 7th day and on the 7th time, they shall blow the trumpets of the ram’s horn (V. 4)

· Upon hearing the trumpets, all the people shall shout with a great shout, then the wall of the city will fall down flat (V. 5)

JOSHUA’S ENCOUNTER WITH THE LORD HIMSELF
(Joshua 5:13-15)
13 And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, a Man stood opposite him with His sword drawn in His hand. And Joshua went to Him and said to Him, “Are You for us or for our adversaries?” 14 So He said, “No, but as Commander of the army of the LORD I have now come.” And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped, and said to Him, “What does my Lord say to His servant?” 15 Then the Commander of the LORD’s army said to Joshua, “Take your sandal off your foot, for the place where you stand is holy.” And Joshua did so.

· First Joshua saw a man and not the Lord
Many times we look but see the familiar when God is doing a new thing. 
· In recognition of the Lord, Joshua
· Fell on his knees and worshipped Him
· Took of his shoes
· The Commander of the Army of the Lord was Jesus in the Old Testament – Because only God is worshipped.
· Four examples

· Elijah at the cave  

(1 Kings 19:11-13)
11 Then He said, “Go out, and stand on the mountain before the LORD.” And behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind tore into the mountains and broke the rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a still small voice. 13 So it was, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood in the entrance of the cave. Suddenly a voice came to him, and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”

· Jesus walking on water

(Matthew 14:22-27)
22 Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other side, while He sent the multitudes away. 23 And when He had sent the multitudes away, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray. Now when evening came, He was alone there. 24 But the boat was now in the middle of the sea, tossed by the waves, for the wind was contrary. 25 Now in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went to them, walking on the sea. 26 And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out for fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid.”

· Jesus wants to be with you in the storm and is with you

· You only recognize what is natural when He comes in the supernatural

· You respond in the ordinary and you don’t see Him
· The disciples on the road to Emmaus

(Luke 24:13-16; 28:31)
13 Now behold, two of them were traveling that same day to a village 
called Emmaus, which was seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 And they talked together of all these things which had happened. 15 So it was, while they conversed and reasoned, that Jesus Himself drew near and went with them. 16 But their eyes were restrained, so that they did not know Him 28 Then they drew near to the village where they were going, and He 
indicated that He would have gone farther. 29 But they constrained 
Him, saying, “Abide with us, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent.” And He went in to stay with them. 30 Now it came to pass, as He sat at the table with them, that He took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they knew Him; and He vanished from their sight.

· Jesus appeared to His disciples
(Luke 24:36-43)
36 Now as they said these things, Jesus Himself stood in the midst of them, and said to them,  “Peace to you.” 37 But they were terrified and frightened, and supposed they had seen a spirit. 38 And He said to them,  “Why are you troubled? And why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I have.’40 When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His feet. 41 But while they still did not believe for joy, and marveled, He said to them,  “Have you any food here?” 42 So they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish and some honeycomb. 43 And He took it and ate in their presence. 44 Then He said to them,  “These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.” 

45 And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures.

· What was Joshua’s response?


(Joshua 5:13)

“And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, a Man stood opposite him with His sword drawn in His hand. And Joshua went to Him and said to Him, “Are You for us or for our adversaries?”
· It was not wrong for Joshua to respond with a fighting spirit for we are in a fight but that spirit needs to be under control at times
· We live in a world of choosing sides
· We are called to do the will of God and not get into divisions and strive with one another.
· When we win, it is not “side” but our win is exalting God.

Illustration: The Battle is the Lord’s

A battle that Joshua was fighting in, but Moses was lifting his hands in the course of the battle.
(Exodus 17:8-13)      

8 Now Amalek came and fought with Israel in Rephidim. 9 And Moses said to Joshua, “Choose us some men and go out, fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in my hand.” 10 So Joshua did as Moses said to him, and fought with Amalek. And Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 11 And so it was, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed; and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. 12 But Moses’ hands became heavy; so they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it. And Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side; and his hands were steady until the going down of the sun. 13 So Joshua defeated Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword.”

Joshua fought but God gave the victory

· What is against you is not about you
· The battle is God’s.  The fight is against God
· The devil will not be defeated by what you do but by God through you.

Illustrations:
· David and Goliath

David lacked the strength but God empowered him

· Operate from what you have and not from what you don’t have – God is your sufficiency

· (Joshua 5:15)

“Then the Commander of the LORD’s army said to Joshua, “Take your sandal off your foot, for the place where you stand is holy.” And Joshua did so.”

· You are standing on Holy ground

· Take your “shoes” off

· “Shoes” – your way of doing things – religiosity

· My way but they must come off do the will of God!

CONCLUSION
· We need to pray for our eyes to be opened

2 Kings 6:8-23 – The blind Syrians captured

Key verses 13-17 – Elisha prayed for his servant’s eyes to be opened

13 So he said, “Go and see where he is, that I may send and get him.” And it was told him, saying, “Surely he is in Dothan.” 14 Therefore he sent horses and chariots and a great army there, and they came by night and surrounded the city. 15 And when the servant of the man of God arose early and went out, there was an army, surrounding the city with horses and chariots. And his servant said to him, “Alas, my master! What shall we do?”16 So he answered, “Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them.” 17 And Elisha prayed, and said, “LORD, I pray, open his eyes that he may see.” Then the LORD opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw. And behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 

If we can see, we can find the strategy to do the work or the will of God for our lives!

