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INTRODUCTION

This morning I want to declare once again the power and wealth that is ours because of the redemptive work on the cross.

The word 
Redeem
-
to buy back



Restore
-
to give back something that was taken away



Reinstate
-
to restore to the former or original condition/position

What does it really mean to be redeemed?

What did Jesus buy back for you and I?

Luke 19: 10

“For the Son of Man has come to seek and save that which was lost.”

To fully understand this, we must go back to the Garden of Eden.

Three Relationships Were Lost:

1. Relationship with God.

2. Relationship with each other (human relationship)

3. Relationship with the marketplace (earth)

I. RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD

God created man in His own image and according to His likeness.

Genesis 2: 26-27

“Let us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness.”

We are created in the IMAGE of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

We are created in the LIKENESS of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

God’s primarily purpose for man is to have fellowship with Him, to serve and obey Him. For this relationship to function harmoniously, God gave one command to man.

Genesis 2: 16-17

“The Lord God commanded the man saying, ‘ Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.’”

Adam and Eve disobeyed the command, ate the fruit and was cast out of the garden. Relationship with God was lost.

II. RELATIONSHIP WITH EACH OTHER (HUMAN RELATIONSHIP)

As a direct consequence of broken relationship with God, Adam and Eve’s loving, harmonious relationship was affected.

Genesis 3 records the sequence of the fall of Adam and Eve. To be specific – it was the woman (Eve) who was tempted by the devil and ate of the fruit first.

3 things women must watch out:

1. Watch your tongue
2. Watch your eyes
1. Watch your hands (action)

The immediate result of disobedience was shame, blame and fear – they hid from God.

They blamed each other. Their loving, all embracing relationship was broken.

Genesis 3: 12

“The man said, ‘The woman whom You gave me to be with me, she gave me of the tree and I ate.’”

Genesis 3: 13

“The woman said, ‘The serpent deceived me and I ate.’”

Genesis Chap 4 – Gives us the account of Cain murdering his brother Abel.

Sin caused major relationship problem. The harmonious, loving relationship God first intended for mankind was ruined and lost.

Jesus came to seek and save that which was lost includes the redemption of human relationship with each other.

All significant relationships are redeemed, restored and reinstated through Jesus suffering.

All significant relationships can be healthy and flourish. 

It takes two to make any relationships work. 

Paul exhorts, “As much as it lieth in you, live peaceably with all man.” Romans 12: 18.

III. RELATIONSHIP WITH THE MARKETPLACE (EARTH)

The 3rd consequence of Adam and Eve’s disobedience resulted in the Earth being Cursed. Gen 3: 17-19.

· God originally created Adam (man) to have dominion (rule, lead) over all His creations.

· When God created the Earth, He filled it with abundance of provision. Gen 1: 28, 29.

In a Cursed Earth, filled with thorns and thistles, Adam had to sweat and toil the earth to provide food for his family.

The Son of Man came to seek and save that which was lost includes the redemption, restoration and reinstatement of the marketplace (cursed earth). What was cursed is now blessed.


Born again believers must recover (take back) what the devil has taken.

Every believer is reinstated to the rightful, original position on the earth (marketplace) to have:

· Dominion – rule, govern, sovereign authority 

· Multiply – be prosperous.

· Subdue – to overcome.

· Authority – the power to command.

What is today’s marketplace?

Our market place is the:

· Environment – the natural resources in our surrounding.

· Economy – the business and the financial aspect of our world.

· Evangelism – lost people in the marketplace e.g. People like Zacchaeus.

It is God’s will that His children:

· Be positioned to flourish, have abundance.

· Be positioned to lead in the marketplace.

· Be positioned to multiply after their kind.

Deut 28: 13

“And the Lord will make you the head and not the tail, you shall be above only and not beneath, if you heed the commandments of the Lord your God, which I command you today, and are careful to observe them.”

CONCLUSION

Today you and I are supposed to prosper in these 3 significant relationships.

The sequence of priorities is of great signification.

1. Right relationship with God.

2. Right relationship with each other.

3. Right relationship with the marketplace.

The greater the degree of intimacy in our relationship with God will result in our ability to excel richly in our relationship with others, even with difficult people.

As a result of strong, healthy relationships with God and fellow men, we will also succeed in our marketplace.

You can enjoy and prosper in your work. This is also dependent on first of all your right relationship with God, your right relationship with your God-ordained role. If these two relationships are in order you will prosper and excel in your marketplace. You will be the head and not the tail.

