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(Ephesians 5:15-18)

15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,

INTRODUCTION

Life is a walk (Ephesians 5:15)

· We must walk  "circumspectly" i.e. carefully, accurately.

· It is a walk that carries the message of life or death.

· “Life” if we live the Christ-life

· “Death” if we live a self-centred life.

(John 3:18)

"He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God."

There are two kinds of persons - therefore two kinds of walk.

· A foolish person 

· He loves the world and his walk is wasteful, self-centred and worldly 

(1 John 2:15-17)

15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world-the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life-is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.

Example: The prodigal son was a foolish person (Luke 15:11-32)

· He wasted his father’s inheritance

· He lived a life of lust and pride

He lived … riotious (KJV)





      “reckless living” (Modern Language)





      “parties and prostitutes” (Living Bible)





      “loose living” (Revised Standard)

· A wise person who fears God

(Proverbs 9:10)

"The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding."  

Example: Jesus was wise - He increased in wisdom

(Luke 2:52)



"And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men."

· Paul the Apostle tells us that we must walk in Jesus

(Colossians 2:6)  



"As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,"

· John the Apostle says we must walk as Christ walked

            (1 John 2:6)



"He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked."

WHEN WE WALK WISELY, WE REDEEM THE TIME  (Ephesians 5:15-16)

(Ephesians 5:15-16)

“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil."  

· “Redeeming the time” is not buying time.

· Time is a gift - we take advantage of the gift; we don't buy what is given.

· Let time benefit you. - use it to add value to yourself; don't waste it by being foolish.

· Each day we have is an opportunity – live seizing the opportunities  

HOW?

· Live godly - God inspired, enthusiastic lives

Joseph's testimony was  "The Lord was with him" 

· In the house of Potiphar

(Genesis 39:2)

“The LORD was with Joseph, and he was a successful man; and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian” 

· In the prison

(Genesis 39:21)

"But the LORD was with Joseph and showed him mercy, and He gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison.  

· Be a witness - testify of your born-again experience, a testimony no one can deny

Example:  A man blind from birth (John 9:1-28)

When persistently asked about his healing - he said, "Whether He is a sinner or not I do not know. One thing I know: that though I was blind, now I see." (V. 25)

· Live with excellence and with integrity

· Be faithful to your spouse and family

· Fast and pray.

WE NEED TO REDEEM THE TIME BECAUSE THE ‘DAYS ARE EVIL” (Ephesians 5:16)

· Evil is whatever causes you to fail - to seize the God-given opportunity to be wise. Activities that take priority over the spiritual, which weaken your faith and walk for Christ.

· What is robbing you from being a witness?

· Which God fills and thrills you to live enthusiastically

· What is holding you back from excellence with integrity?

· We must do the will of God  (Ephesians 5:17)

"Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is."

· He who does the will of the Lord abides forever
Be wise and do the will of God.

FINALLY:  WE MUST BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT (Ephesians 5:18)

 (Ephesians 5:18)

"And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,"  (Ephesians 5:18)

· The power to do the will of God is to be filled with the Holy Spirit.

· Don't substitute the spirit of the world - drunkenness for the Holy Spirit.
· Drunken people are bold to commit sin

· Drunkenness numbs your conscience and takes away the fear of God

· Drunkenness means uncontrolled behavior

· Drunkenness is the work of the flesh

· Drunkenness excludes you from heaven
(1 Corinthians 6:10)


“nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the 



kingdom of God.

· Drunkenness makes it impossible to redeem the time

 (Proverbs 20:1)

“Wine is a mocker, Strong drink is a brawler, And whoever is led astray by it is not wise.”

CONCLUSION

Jesus, speaking about His Return warns us:

(Luke 21:34-36)
34 “But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly. 35 For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36 Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man”.
Paul said, 

(Romans 13:11-14)

11 And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. 13 Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.  
Walk wisely, walk in spirit and you will not fulfill the lust of the flesh

(Galatians 5:16-21)

16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.  19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

