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Resolution For True Success
The promises and pursuit of this world fall into four categories 

· Fortune

· Fame

· Power

· Pleasure

But what is missing in all this?

· A vertical dimension

· There’s not even a hint of God’s will or what pleases Him in the hard-core pursuit of success

· In the final analysis, what people really want in life is contentment, fulfillment and satisfaction

God’s Ancient Plan : The Three A’s (1 Peter 5:5~7)

I.
Authority (1 Peter 5:5)

Submit yourselves to those who are wise and to “clothe” yourselves with humility

· Submission is to be an ongoing way of life, a lifestyle

· “Guided experience is the best teacher”.  The secret lies in the “guide”

· Proud independence results in a backlash of consequences, the main one being the opposition of God (James 4:6, Prov 3:31~35)

· But when we submit instead of flaunting our own authority, we will have a greater measure of grace (James 4:6)

II.
Attitude (1 Peter 5:6)

We must, Peter says, humble ourselves under God’s mighty hand

In Old Testament, God’s hand symbolizes two things 

· Discipline (Ex 3:20, Job 30:21, Ps 32:4)  We accept His discipline as being for our good and for His glory

· Deliverance (Deut 9:26, Ezek 20:34)

· We acknowledge His deliverance which always comes in His time and in His way

· As a result of this attitude, “He may exalt you at the proper time”

III.
Anxiety (1 Peter 5:6~7)

Peter’s third strategy for success tells us to cast all our anxiety upon God

· “Cast” literally means ‘to throw upon”. We throw ourselves fully and completely on the mercy and care of God

· This requires a decisive action on our part

· Simple formula to handle success

· Submission + Humility – Worry = Relief

· It provides hope ad contentment without the pain of dissatisfaction

Conclusion
· Things we need in our lives to effect these changes

· We need direction so we can know to whom we should submit. Count on God for direction

· We need discipline to restrain our pride

· We need discernment so we can detect the beginning of anxiety

· The principles and precepts of Scripture give us direction, discipline, and discernment. Only God-directed success offers the formula that brings contentment, fulfillment, satisfaction, and relief

