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The most profound trials and sufferings are appointed to devoted servants who receive revelations from the very heart of God.  Paul testifies, “To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh” (2 Corinthians 12:7)

Paul was given an unspeakable abundance of revelations of heaven.  Yet, no sooner had Paul received these revelations, than he entered into great sufferings.

There are two kinds of sufferings among believers.

· First, there are the afflictions and temptations common to all

· There are also sufferings that afflict only the righteous (Psalm 34:19). This is the kind of suffering Paul endured.

1.
The Problem: When God Says No

What if the request you made is delayed or even denied? When God says no, how will you respond? Will you be content if God’s only gift to you were His grace?


God did not grant Paul’s request for an end to his suffering.  Nor did He remove the thorn and drive away the messenger of Satan.

2.
The Plea: Remove the Thorn

How does God’s grace deal with us in our times of trouble?
i. He uses His power to remove our problems 

ii. He uses His power to change us in circumstances that do not change.

When Paul asked for God to release His power to remove “his thorn in the flesh”, God intervened by changing him without changing his circumstances.

3.
The Principle: Grace Is Enough

God revealed to Paul how he would make it through each of his trials with victory:

“But He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9)


Grace is everything that Christ is to us in our times of suffering – power, might, kindness, mercy, love – to see us through our afflictions.
CONCLUSION
We may never understand the pain, discomfort, sufferings and trials. 

Yet we have every reason to say thanks to Him for our God has 

already answered us, “you’ve got my grace and that’s all you need”.

God’s grace is sufficient!
