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SPEAKER: Senior Associate Pastor Petrina Guneratnam

SERMON  TITLE: Staying Strong Through The Seasons

INTRODUCTION

We are living in exciting times, so much is happening both good and bad.

We are living in the decade of stunning technological innovations, economic opportunities, political reforms and chaos, great cultural changes, alarming moral deteriorations shocking violence. This is happening worldwide.

Matt: 12:20 (NIV)

A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out, till he leads justice to victory.
Luke 4:18 (NKJ)

The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; he has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed; 
How Do We Stay Strong Through The Seasons?

4 PRINCIPLES THAT WILL ASSURE THAT WE MAINTAIN SPIRITUAL MOMENTUM THROUGH THE SEASONS
I.
The Principle of Purpose

Stay focused on God’s purpose for us His children -  

Phil. 3:10 – I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,

Eph. 4:1, 2 -As a prisoner for the Lord, the, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.


Call to know Him 


-
Worship


Call to make Him known
      -
Service


Call to walk worthy


-
Testimony

II.
The Principle of Pressing On


Your determination

Phil. 3:12-14 - Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do:  Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

Your cheer-leaders

Heb. 12:1- Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.  


*A cloud of witnesses cheering us on.

*Run with endurance


Your Savior and Intercessor

Heb. 12:2 - Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

*Look/Fix our eyes on Jesus

*Consider Jesus who endured such opposition


*Consider His Position … Christ is seated at the right hand of the throne of God


*Draw from His all sufficient grace
III.
The Principle of Power


Call to Prayer …



Prayer is our power-line



Jesus Our Example



Mark 1:35 … Morning prayer



Mark 6:46-47 … Evening prayer



Luke 6:12-13 … All night prayer


    
Luke 5:15-16 … Personal Prayer for Power

IV.
The Power of Praise

Praise is the ingredient of spiritual health and vitality.


Praise is our daily portion …


David is a man after God’s own heart in spite of his many flaws…


He has the spirit of gratitude which leads to praise and thanksgiving.


The Psalms are filled with praises.

Ps. 34
 … 
I will bless the Lord at all times. His praise shall continually be in my mouth. O magnify the Lord with me and let us exalt His Name together.

Paul in 1Thess. 5:8 

 
In everything give thanks, this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.


Heb. 13:15


Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise 
– the fruit of lips that confess his name.


Praise leads to miracles.


Ps. 50:23
…
who so offers praise honors me and he prepares the way so 
that I may show the salvation/deliverance of God. 
CONCLUSION

The Principle of Purpose

The Principle of Perseverance

The Principle of Power

The Power of Praise

… will keep you on the triumphant path.

2 Cor 2:14 (NIV)
But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of him.

