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INTRODUCTION

The theme text is in the context of “the end of all things is at hand” (V.7) This means:
· The return of Jesus is at hand
· Signs of His return are taking place (c.f. Matthew 24:3-13)

· The consummation of our faith will soon take place and we will see Jesus face to face.
How should we live in the midst of these signs?
Paul tells us “to put on Christ”.

This is the message we need to hear and take heed.  

(Romans 13:12-14)
12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. 13 Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.

Peter lists 5 things we need to live by:-
LIVE SERIOUSLY AND SOBERLY (V.7)

God has a plan and purpose for us:

(1 Thessalonians 5:6-9)
6 Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night.  8 But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation.  9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord 

Jesus Christ,
(1 Peter 1:13)
Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 

(1 Peter 5:8)
Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.

What should we do?

· We should measure all things in the light of eternity.
· We should discipline our desires and appetites.
· We should not fear or doubt because of our problems and circumstances in all areas of life.
LIVE WATCHING AND PRAYING (V.7)

To watch means to be alert and awake at all times, praying 

It is having an unbroken relationship with the Lord.

The mind is never without thought, it is always thinking.
We must not allow our thoughts to wander aimlessly.
(Philippians 4:8-9)
8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things.9 The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you.

(Psalm 1:1-3)
1 Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful;  2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he meditates day and night. 3 He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper. 

(Psalm 119:15)
“I will meditate on Your precepts, and contemplate Your ways.”
(2 Timothy 1:7)
God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.  

LIVE WITH FERVENT LOVE (V.8)
“Fervent” means to exert to the utmost degree, just like an athlete in a race. It is more than infatuation or feeling or sentimental.  
· It is agape love – God’s kind of love towards one another.
· We love even our enemies.
· We forgive out of love – for love forgives.

(John 15:12)
“This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.”

(Romans 12:9)
“Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good.” 

(1 Corinthians 13:13)
“And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.”
(1 Peter 1:22)
“Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart,”

LIVE SHOWING HOSPITALITY NOT GRUDGINGLY (V.9)

(Romans 12:9-13)
9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. 10 Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; 11 not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 12 rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer; 13 distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality.”

(Philippians 4:5)
Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand.

(James 5:9)
Do not grumble against one another, brethren, lest you be condemned. Behold, the Judge is standing at the door! 

(Galatians 6:10)
Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith.

In SHOWING hospitality, you may entertain angels.

(Hebrews 13:2)
“Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some have unwittingly entertained angels”.

FINALLY, LIVE USING YOUR GIFT (V.10 & 11)

· “Gift” means talent or ability that is God-given.  
· There are God-given natural abilities – music, art and other creativeness.
· There are also God-given spiritual gifts and abilities - teaching, preaching, prophecy and other godly graces.
They are given to serve one another.

(Romans 12:6-8)
6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; 7 or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; 8 he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.

(1 Corinthians 12:8-11)
8 for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 

9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.”

(Ephesians 4:11)
“And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers,”

(1 Timothy 6:20)
“O Timothy! Guard what was committed to your trust, avoiding the profane and idle babblings and contradictions of what is falsely called knowledge”

A steward is a servant responsible of his master’s estate.  He has an awesome responsibility to be found faithful.

(1 Corinthians 4:2)
“Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful.”

Jesus taught the seriousness of stewardship in Luke 19:11-26 

CONCLUSION

Believers are to serve, so God is glorified. (V.11)

(Matthew 5:16)
“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”

(1 Corinthians 6:20)
“For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s”.

(1Peter 2:9)
“But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;”

(Psalm 67:3)
“Let the peoples praise You, O God; Let all the peoples praise You.”

Summary: 

Let us live ……

· Seriously and sorberly
· Watching and praying
· With fervent love
· Showing hospitality not grudgingly
· Using our gifts. 

