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INTRODUCTION

· Today we will consider Jesus’ teachings on “Stewardship” in the Gospels

· It has been said, “The greatest challenge facing the church today is to reassert the Lordship of Christ.”

· It has also been said, “There’s little difference between those who go to church and those who do not go to church” This is because the question of Lordship has not been settled.

God is the Lord of your life

· In salvation, we are to confess and believe

Romans 10:9

“that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”

· In our everyday life, we do everything as unto the Lord

Colossians 3:23

“And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men,”

· In business – serving the Lord

Romans 12:11

“not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord”

· In the Family – submit and love as to the Lord

Ephesians 5:22 & 25

“Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord …Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her”

WHAT IS LORDSHIP?

       Lordship is accepting the One who is sovereign

· One who possesses and exercises supreme authority over an individual or group

· An acknowledged leader

· A controlling influence



Matthew 8:2 – submission to God’s will

“And behold, a leper came and worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.”

LORDSHIP SETTLES THREE VITAL ISSUES FOR LIVING VICTORIOUSLY 

· Lordship is placing God first in your life- The Position Issue


Matthew 22:36-37  (Duet. 6:5)

“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: ”‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’

· There are 613 commandments in the Bible.




60% are negative.




40% are positive.  

But they hinge on one commandment – “Love the Lord”




Romans 13:10

“Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.”

· Lordship is accepting responsibility and accountability – the self-centred life issue


Matthew 25:14-30  - The parable of the talents teach us:

· God has entrusted blessings to us  (V.14)

· God’s gift are not equally given (V.15) - “given according to ability”

· People respond differently to what God has given them (V.16-18)

· All of us will be accountable for what we did with what God gave us (V.19)

· All of us will be rewarded for how we developed God’s blessings (V.20-30)

· Our reward is according to faithfulness (V. 21 & 23)

· There is responsibility to knowledge (V. 26 & 27)

· God’s rewards are not equal  (V. 28)

· It is possible to lose what was given (V.29)

Lessons to learn:

· Two men looked at the Master’s expectations as a BLESSING.

· One man looked at the Master’s expectations as a BURDEN.

· Our responsibility is accepting and to develop the gifts God has given us.

· Our accountability is doing. Someday we will give an account to God for what we have done with what He gave us!

· Lordship is doing the will of God- the professings and not practicing issue   


Matthew 7:21-27

· There must not be profession without practice  (V.21-23)

· Be a “wise builder”  (V. 24-27)

· 3 truths from Jesus’ teachings:  (Matthew 7:21-23)

· Saying the right words will not get me into heaven

· Doing good works will not get me into heaven

· Obeying the word will get me into heaven

· 3 classes of people

· Those who neither call Him “Lord” nor do His sayings will not get into heaven

· Those who call Him “Lord” but do not do His sayings will not get into heaven

· Those who call Him “Lord” and do His sayings will get into heaven

· 2 surprises

· The ones who call Him Lord – surprised they are not recognized

· The Lord Himself – calls Him Lord and yet do not obey

· Wrong types of obedience  (Matthew 7:24-27)

· Partial obedience is not obedience – it is convenience

· Selective obedience – I determine when I will obey

· Situation obedience – the situation determines when I will obey

· Lessons to learn:

· Hear = Learn

· Do = Live – Lordship

CONCLUSION

Lordship is personal obedience regardless what the cost  

John 21:20-22

“Then Peter, turning around, saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following, who also had leaned on His breast at the supper, and said, “Lord, who is the one who betrays You?” Peter, seeing him, said to Jesus, “But Lord, what about this man?” Jesus said to him,  “If I will that he remain till I come, what is that to you? You follow Me.”

Lordship Law: God is either Lord of all or not Lord at all
