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Introduction

· “God encourages us through customized expression of His grace”

“Perhaps the sweetest manifestation of grace is the cheer or comfort from a friend or acquaintance”







            Quoted by Charles Stanley

· Human comfort, good as it may be has its limitations whereas divine comfort goes beyond soothing, gentle, peaceful, sympathy, it brings courage and enables a person to cope with all that life can do to him or her.

· One can experience the grace of His comfort when you acknowledge and accept Him as the God of all comfort.

Body

1.
God is able to comfort us no matter what situation we are in or going through (vv3,4)

(a) Relational response of abundant love and caring (John 3:16, 1 John 4:16, 1 Peter 5:7)

(b) Work of God the Holy Spirit who comes alongside to lift, raise, guide and support us. (John 14:16, 26; 16:7)

2.
God’s comfort comes when we rely on Him and not on ourselves at all times. (vv8-10)

(a)
Reality of His resurrection power is the very hope for the believer – both now and hereafter (1 Corinthians 15:17-19)

(b)
The promise is for “whenever” – past, present and future (Hebrews 13:7,8)

3.
God’s comfort is more than enough so that we can share it (vv5-7)

(a)
If we identify that our life is all because of Christ – especially in suffering – so also through Christ our comfort overflows.  It would affect those around us.

(b)
The sorrow or pain we go through can be turned to be great opportunities of ministry to others – if God’s comfort overflows through us.

“God does not comfort us to make us comfortable, but to make us comforters”.  John Henry Jowett

Conclusion

Because God is the God of all comfort … we will not fear what we face, when we face it but instead see the grace of His comfort bless someone else who needs comfort.

