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Introduction


This parable is a study in contrast and similarity. It gives us a graphic picture of death. The parable gives us a view of eternity.
I. The Equalizer to life   Lk 16:19-22

a. Tradition has named the rich man as Dives

b. Lazarus is a startling contrast.

c. The Disparity of Lives
d. The Great Equalizer
II. A Voice From The Dead. Lk 16:23-26

We are here given a glimpse of the realm of departed spirits.

Paradise is called “Abraham’s bosom”

Hades is the place of the departed spirits 

Our attention is drawn fixed on Dives.

* Lazarus was resting in Abraham’s bosom.

Dives five brothers! (Lk 16:27-28)

Abraham’s reply is incisive.

The poor man did not go to Paradise because he is poor, neither does the rich man go to Hades because he is rich.

The truth may be stranger than fiction.

a. We will all live forever.

b. Death is not an ending

c. Only God can determine our final resting place.

d. But we determine our own destiny while on this earth.

e. Jesus has shown that there are 2 distinct spheres of life after death.


Heaven is a real place.


Hell is also a real place.

f. This parable taught us that what we do, about what we believe determines our eternal destiny.
g. This parable teaches us that the demarcation line of death is final.  

Conclusion

Jesus said (Jn 11:25 - 26) “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live; even though he dies; and whoever lives  & believers in me will never die. Do you believe this?”[image: image1.png]



