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Introduction

“The thief comes only to steal, kill and destroy, I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full” JOHN 10:10

Acts 2:42-47 is a lightning summary of the characteristics of the early church.

Characteristic 1

It was a learning church (v42)

Remember – the riches of Christ are inexhaustible and that is why we can have or experience more of Him.

Characteristic 2

It was a fellowshipping church (v42)

Remember – the unique quality of togetherness can power you through life’s greatest challenges.

Characteristic 3

It was a praying church (v 42)

Remember – we can never meet life in our own strength.  When we meet God first we can face anything, especially the problems and trials of life.

Characteristic 4

It was a reverent church (v43)

Remember – living in reverence or awe of Him is acknowledging He is God Almighty.  He can do anything!

Characteristic 5

It was a “happening” church (v43)

Remember – It we expect great things from God and attempt great things for  Him, things happen!  Good things!! Great things!!!

Characteristic 6

It was a caring church (v44)

Remember – there is always someone else who has a greater need than us.

Characteristic 7

It was a sharing church (v44,45)

Remember – the intense feeling of responsibility for one another stems from the love God has placed in our hearts.

Characteristic 8

It was a worshipping church (v46)

Remember – God knows nothing of solitary religion, it is when we come together worshipping, things can happen! – because His Spirit moves upon His worshipping people.

Characteristic 9

 It was a joyful church (v46)

Remember – A gloomy Christian is a contradiction in terms.  Joy is the inevitable consequence of Christ reigning in your life.

Characteristic 10

It was a winsome church (v47)

Remember – There is winsome attractiveness about real Christianity.  People are always drawn to the power of the resurrected Christ!

The Lord added … only God makes things grow (1 COR 3:7)

Conclusion
Apply and practice this:

They devoted themselves to …

They were together in …

They continued to …

