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INTRODUCTION

The word encourage means to give support, confidence, or hope to (Oxford).

Barnabas whose name means Son of Encouragement was considered the man with the biggest heart in the Church then. He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith.

J. Oswald Sanders said “This ministry of consolation and encouragement is not to be regarded as inferior and of secondary importance…Did we but discern it, we are daily surrounded by lonely, aching and sometimes broken hearts.”

There was indeed purpose in what Barnabas did in encouraging the new believers and the Church then. If we understand this purpose we will be able to see the blessing it brings to the body of Christ.

BODY

I. To show practically and tangibly that God loves and He cares (ACTS 4:35-37).

1) Faith that is true will show God is real through good deeds (JAS 2:15-17). 

2) God’s new creation work in each believer is evident (EPH 2:10).

II. To ensure the grace of God is not missed or taken for granted (ACTS 4:23). 

1) The experience of God’s grace brings gladness, hope and confidence (I COR 15:10; II COR 8:1,2; II COR 9:8; II COR 12:8).

2) God’s grace is God’s gift for salvation – as long as there is faith and

Humility (EPH 2:8,9)

III. To fulfill God’s working, work and purposes (ACTS 4:23,24).

1) We are to come together to help each other to be ready for His coming  (HEB 10:24,25).

2) We are given talents and abilities to equip the Body of Christ so that it would be strong and mature (EPH 4:7-15).

CONCLUSION     

The Antioch Church exemplifies a church that knew and practiced the ministry of encouragement – it was a powerful church! Will you seek to encourage others so that you too yourself will be encouraged like Barnabas!

