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INTRODUCTION:

· Many do not receive because they struggle to receive from God.

· Before the blessing comes, it must first be decided or given by God

· This is a Biblical truth.

· Jericho  (Joshua 6:1-5)

(Joshua 6:2)

And the LORD said to Joshua: "See! I have given Jericho into your hand, its king, and the mighty men of valor”. 

· Elijah and the widow woman  (1 Kings 17:8-9)

(1 Kings 17:9)


"See, I have commanded a widow there to provide for you".

WHAT DO WE NEED TO KNOW TO TAKE WHAT GOD GIVES?

· God gives or blesses before you actualize the gift or the blessing 

· God has a plan for us to receive

· God's plan is ridiculous.

· It takes faith and obedience to experience what God gives.

· God gives or blesses before you actualize the gift or blessing

· "see, I have given"  (Joshua 6:2)

· "see, I have commanded a widow” (1 Kings 17:9)

· God always works with a plan when He wants to give or bless us

· The fall of Jericho

(Joshua 6:3-5)

3 You shall march around the city, all you men of war; you shall go all around the city once. This you shall do six days. 4 And seven priests shall bear seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark. But the seventh day you shall march around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets. 5 It shall come to pass, when they make a long blast with the ram's horn, and when you hear the sound of the trumpet, that all the people shall shout with a great shout; then the wall of the city will fall down flat. And the people shall go up every man straight before him."

· The blessing of salvation

(1 Corinthians 1:18-19)

18 For the foolishness of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.
· God had a plan to redeem man before man sinned

· The birth of Christ, the ministry of Jesus on earth, His death on the cross, and His resurrection was God's plan for salvation.

· God's plan is ridiculous to man

Why?

He who glorifies let Him glory in the Lord

(1 Corinthians 1:26-30)

26 For you see your calling brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble are called. 27 But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to out to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty; 28 and the base things of the world and the things that are despised God has chosen, and which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, 29 that no flesh should glory in His presence.

(Isaiah 55: 8,9)

8”For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways” says the LORD.9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts”.
· God instructed Joshua to march around the wall with men who were armed.

· To go before the 7 priests with 7 trumpets of rams' horns followed by the ark of the Lord, guards and then the rest of Israel.

· They were to march once for 6 days and on the 7th day, 7 times.  

· The walls fell and Jericho was defeated.

Other examples:

· King Jehoshaphat and the battle with his neighbors - Moab, Ammon and others.

· God asked that a choir be sent out first to do battle before the army (2 Chronicles 20: 1-3; 14-17; 21-22)

· David a shepherd to fight with Goliath, a military man trained in war from his youth

· Jesus at the marriage of Cana  (John 2:5-10)

· A boy's lunch to feed the multitudes

· Fishermen to carry the Gospel to their world

· Salvation through Jesus Christ  (John 3:16)

· Obedience and faith is what it takes for God's plan to work

(Joshua 6: 6-7)

6 Then Joshua the son of Nun called the priests and said to them, "Take up the ark of the covenant, and let seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark of the LORD." 7 And he said to the people, "Proceed, and march around the city, and let him who is armed advance before the ark of the LORD."

Obedience and faith is what it takes for God's plan to work 

· Obedience is a choice.

· To obey the ridiculous plan of God takes faith.

(Hebrews 11:1)

"Faith is the substance of things hope for, the evidence of things not seen."

CONCLUSION

(Isaiah 1:19)

"If you are willing and obedient, You shall eat the good of the land;"

