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Speaker: Senior Pastor Prince Guneratnam
Title: The Danger Of Giving Up Too Soon
INTRODUCTION

The Bible mentions people who did not receive their answer or blessing from God because they gave up too soon.
There are many reasons why they gave up but the most destructive is bitterness.

· Bitterness comes because what you expected, hoped for, or felt you were entitled to, did not come to you.

· The reason why you did not receive can be because of sin OR that God is at work in your life.
· When it is of sin, you deserve what happens to you. 
· But, when it is of God, it is meant for good though it may be difficult to accept and to live without becoming bitter in life.
· Joseph had a dream from God, that he would be a ruler some day.  But, he was hated by his brothers because they were jealous of his dream.
· Joseph did not let bitterness destroy him by giving up his dream when his brothers did evil against him.
· Later on in life, he said, 
“But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive.”  (Genesis 50:20)
· Joseph was longsuffering - It is a godly characteristic.  Joseph’s longsuffering prepared him for the future.

IN NOAMI’S SITUATION

· Naomi was a good person
· Good people can be bitter.
· Naomi said, “Do not call me Naomi; call me Mara, for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me.”  (Ruth 1:20)
· “Naomi” means “pleasant or joyful” while “Mara” means “bitter”
· Beautiful, intelligent, generous and kind people can be bitter people - beautiful and nice on the outside, but ugly and mean on the inside.

· Naomi had become bitter
· The bitterness in Naomi sees the downside – the negative.

Naomi or Mara said, “Turn back, my daughters; why will you go with me? Are there still sons in my womb, that they may be your husbands? 12 Turn back, my daughters, go—for I am too old to have a husband. If I should say I have hope, if I should have a husband tonight and should also bear sons, 13 would you wait for them till they were grown? Would you restrain yourselves from having husbands? No, my daughters; for it grieves me very much for your sakes that the hand of the LORD has gone out against me!”  (Ruth 1:11-13)

· Naomi had a Ruth

· Ruth was not an outsider but was part of her. Ruth was married to her son
· Ruth had faith and faith without works is dead.

(Ruth 1:16-17)

Ruth said, “Entreat me not to leave you, or to turn back from following after you; for wherever you go, I will go; and wherever you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God, my God. Where you die, I will die, and there will I be buried. The LORD do so to me, and more also, if anything but death parts you and me.” 
· There is a Ruth in all of us.
· Ruth represents our faith.  The Bible says, “God has given us a measure of faith” 

(Romans 12:3)
“For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.”  (NIV)

DON’T LET LIFE’S EXPERIENCES MAKE YOU CHANGE YOUR NAME LIKE NAOMI DID
· Paul’s Advice 
(Hebrews 12:14-15)
Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord: 15 looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled;”

· Consider Martha

Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.” (John 11:21)  

She was bitter.

Jesus said, “Your brother will rise again.”  (V. 23)
Martha said, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”  (V. 24)

· There are some like Martha, today.  

· They have faith for the past and the future but not for the present.
· Jesus said to her, “Did I not say to you that if you would believe you would see the glory of God?” (John 11:40) 

· Faith is for now - present
(Hebrews 11:1)
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”

Your faith will keep you from becoming bitter and to give up too soon.

· Moses cast a tree in the water and it became sweet in their wilderness journey

(Exodus 15:25)
“So he cried out to the LORD, and the LORD showed him a tree. When he cast it into the waters, the waters were made sweet.”

Jesus is the tree in your wilderness journey through life. When He is put in the waters of life, He can make bitter waters sweet.

· Through Jesus, we can bear the fruit of the Spirit

(Galatians 5:22-23)
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, s
elf-control. Against such there is no law.”

· Note “longsuffering” – patience – don’t give up too soon.
· People today want everything instant eg. Food, machines, phone calls, fruit bearing trees etc
· God’s Method Is A Seed
· The Lord is longsuffering.

(Romans 2:4)
Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance?
· Our God is a God of Promise  
· There is no need for a promise if God, is a God of the “instant”.

· Everything we receive comes to us in promise form.
· There is no need for faith if everything is instant. 

· What happened to Naomi?

· Ruth, who had faith, went back with Naomi and married Boaz, who was related to Naomi.

· Naomi was soon nursing her grandson Obed, the father of Jesse, the father of David 

(Ruth 4:16-17)
16 Then Naomi took the child and laid him on her bosom, and became a nurse to him. 17 Also the neighbor women gave him a name, saying, “There is a son born to Naomi.” And they called his name Obed. He is the father of Jesse, the father of David.

Naomi was willing to let her faith work and God blessed her.  She had the privilege of nursing Ruth’s son and came into the lineage of King David and down to Jesus!

CONCLUSION

Jesus said to Martha and the others

(John 11:34)

“Where have you laid him?
· Take me to the place where your problem is.
· Will you let Jesus be the tree to turn your life’s bitter waters, sweet?
· Don’t give up too soon!
· The fruit of the Holy Spirit is longsuffering.
