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Text: Colossians 3:12-14

INTRODUCTION
Theme: The Call to witness – the unnamed girl in the healing of Namaan
Theme Text - 2 Kings 5:2-4,9-10,15-16


THE GARMENT OF LOVE

TEXT:  COLOSSIANS 3:12-14

12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 

· The "elect of God, holy and beloved"

· God's chosen ones - those who are born-again, are holy and beloved.



Colossians 3:10

"and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him," 

· "Put on" suggests we are given so that we can put on.

· If it is given, we do not produce it ourselves.

· Since it is given, we have a responsibility

· The responsibility is to put on what we have been given.

· There are 8 parts to this Garment of Love:  


        Colossians 3:12-14


1 Corinthians 13:4-7
· Love is
merciful




· Love is
kind


Love is kind (V.4)




· Love is 
humble


does not parade itself, is not puffed up (V.4)

· Love is
meek


does not provoke, thinks no evil (V.5)

· Love is
patience


suffers long (V.5)

· Love is
bearing


bears, endures all things (V.7)



· Love is 
forgiving

does not rejoice in iniquity but rejoices in truth (V.6)

· Love is
benevolent

hopes all things (V.7)







does not envy (V.4)







does not behave rudely (V.5







does not seek its own (V.5)







Love never fails  

The conclusion is:

Love is the bond of perfection.  

Love is the greatest. 

(Colossians 3:14)



(1 Corinthians 13:13)

· Love proves you are a disciple of Jesus.

The lack of it proves we are not.


John 13:35

"By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."

· What is a disciple like? (Colossians 3:1-10; Ephesians 4:25-32)

Colossians 3:1-10  



Ephesians 4:25-32

- Seek those things that are above (v.1)

- Put away carnal behavior and give no


- Set your mind on things above (V.2)

  place to the devil  (V.25-29 & 31)


- Dead but alive in Christ (V.3-4)
                            - Grieve not the Holy Spirit (V.30)


- Put to death – lust of the flesh (V.5-7)

- Be kind  (V.32)


- Put off carnal behavior (V.8-9)


- Put on Christ (V.10)

THERE IS NO GREATER COMMAND THAN TO LOVE – TO BE A WITNESS

· Jesus and the scribe or lawyer


Mark 12:28-31

28 Then one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, perceiving that He had answered them well, asked Him, "Which is the first commandment of all?"  29 Jesus answered him,  "The first of all the commandments is: 'Hear, O Israel, the LORD our God, the LORD is one. 30 And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.' This is the first commandment. 31 And the second, like it, is this: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no other commandment greater than these."

Jesus quoted from Deuteronomy 6:4,5
 ‘Hear, O Israel, the LORD our God, the LORD is one. 30 And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment. 31 And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”

· Jesus always used the situation He found Himself in, whether good or bad, to His advantage, to teach Kingdom living.

· The Samaritan woman - The Living Water

· The death of Lazarus - The Resurrection

· The healing of the blind - Jesus, Light of the World

· The man with 4 friends - forgiveness of sin.



Our situations can always be opportunities to declare God's love.

· A question was asked, “which is the first commandment of all?"

· This was asked because Jewish teachers had set up about 600 commandments.

· A common question for discussion was, “Which one is absolute and weightier”?  

· Could a person fail at some and still be acceptable?

Illustration: Jesus and the rich young ruler 

(Matthew 19:16-18)

16 Now behold, one came and said to Him, "Good Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may have eternal life?"  17 So He said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. But if you want to enter into life, keep the commandments."  18 He said to Him, "Which ones?"  Jesus said, "You shall not murder,' 'You shall not commit adultery,' 'You shall not steal,' 'You shall not bear false witness,'"

God’s Word teaches:

(James 2:10)

"For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all." 

By the commandments or law, we are condemned.

Jesus came as the fulfillment of the law.  

Therefore, we who are in Him are made righteous.

It is His righteousness that enables us to seek help from God to live righteously.

Our challenge is to know God personally with all our being.

We must maintain a personal relationship with God that is alive and active in 4 areas:




Heart

The seat of man's affection and will.

We must focus our affection and will to love God.

Matthew 6:21

"For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also."

Matthew 12:34-35

34 Brood of vipers! How can you, being evil, speak good things? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. 35 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things."

Matthew 15:18-19

18 But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and they defile a man. 19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies."




Soul

The seat of man's breath and life - the essence of man




We must love God with our life.

Jesus loved not His life but gave it to do the will of God.




Mind


The seat of understanding




We must centre our thoughts upon God.

Colossians 3:10

"and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him,"

2 Corinthians 10:5

"casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of

 God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,




Strength

It is our duty and responsibility to maintain a loving relationship with God.
LOVING GOD INVOLVES THE SAME PRINCIPLES OF LOVING A PERSON

· A loving relationship involves commitment and loyalty.  

· True love does not allow lustful behavior with others.  

· True love does not covet and does not care for a carnal definition that allows fleshly acts and sensual relationships with others.

· True love is commitment and loyalty to one person.  

· It is very significant that the very first commandment God gives to man deals with commitment and loyalty

· God strikes out at the very core of man's carnal behavior and tendency to define love in terms that allow him to satisfy his lust.  "Thou shalt have no other gods" (Exodus 20:3)

· A loving relationship involves trust and respect for a person loved.  

· It is loving the person for who he is.  

· We love God because of Himself, because He is who He is.

· He is the Creator and Sustainer of life; therefore we love Him

· He is the Savior and Redeemer; therefore we love Him

· He is the Lord and Owner of life; therefore we love Him.

· A loving relationship involves giving and surrendering of oneself

The drive is to give oneself, to surrender oneself to the other, not to get

· A loving relationship involves knowing and sharing.  


The desire is to know and to share, to be learning, growing, working, and serving ever so closely together.

PART II of this message is "Love Your Neighbor As Yourself"

