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INTRODUCTION

God requires every preacher to warn the world and prepare the Church for the Rapture.  

If they do not, they will be held accountable - your blood will be upon their hands.

(2 Chronicles 19:10, Ezekiel 3:18)

The Great Tribulation is a period of 7 years.

Some questions related to this will be answered today - 

· When will it happen?

· What is the purpose of the Great Tribulation and why?

· Why you don’t need to live through the Great Tribulation.

WHEN WILL IT HAPPEN? – AFTER THE RAPTURE

Scriptures teach that we will not go through the Great Tribulation.

This is because Christ is our Hope, and the Rapture provides that Hope (1 Timothy 1:1).

Revelation chapter 4 describes  a scene in Heaven. (c.f. Revelation 4:4)

· The “24 elders” – 12 of the Old Testament Patriarchs and 12 of the New Testament Apostles.

· “White robes and golden crowns” – a picture of the Church, the Bride of Christ (Ephesians 2:6)

Revelation chapter 6 records the time anti-Christ comes.

· Chapter 4 comes before chapter 6

·  Therefore the Church is gone before the anti-Christ comes.  

· The Church is delivered from the wrath to come (1 Thessalonians 5:9)

· Paul said to the Church, “Therefore comfort one another with these words.” 

(1 Thessalonians 4:18)

· The Holy Spirit will take the Church away, when He is taken out of the way. 

                           He was sent to the Church on the Day of Pentecost (2 Thessalonians 2: 7 & 8)

· 21 distinct acts of God’s wrath  (7x3) are listed

· Described in Revelation as the 7 seals, 7 trumpets and 7 bowls.  

· Jews today are the most difficult people to reach with the Gospel.  They are the most anti-gospel amongst all peoples. 

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE TRIBULATION & WHY?

Four reasons:

· To bring deliverance to Israel

· Because of the Great Tribulation, Israel will accept Jesus Christ as Messiah.

· Satan knows she is God’s chosen and God has declared sovereignly to bless her.

· Satan has and will use anyone and everyone to hate, persecute and to destroy Israel.

· All who will pray and help Israel will also face Satan’s wicked and evil devices in this period of time.

· The hatred for Jews and Christians will out-live any government today that defends them.

· This hatred has existed since the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:14)

· Armies will try to drive Israel into the sea – God will have to come to her rescue (Ezekiel 38 & 39)

· To expose Satan and his agenda

· The tribulation is to reveal Satan’s true character.  Satan desires to be worshipped.

· He tried to get this in the Garden of Eden.

· He tried when Jesus was in the wilderness.

· He is doing it today with empty promises – this is how he destroys you.

· He will try again by force in the tribulation.

· The tribulation is God proving to you what Satan is like.

· God gives 7 years to let Satan do what he wants to all those who believe in him. This is when the Church is raptured and when all the salt and the light is gone.

· God’s wrath is to let Satan be his true self – he will be really and truly bad and ugly.

· There will be wars like never before.

· There will be pestilences, famine, earthquakes; all kinds of disasters will take place like never before.

· The Bible is not silent about the wrath of God and the Church must also not be silent

· We must not be like the Laodicean Church in Revelation 3:14-22

· This church was compromising and lukewarm. 

· It had lost its integrity and boldness.   

· God warns the Church (Psalm 50:22, Nahum 1:2-3, 6-8, 2, Thessalonians 1:6-8)

There are two groups of people:

* those who accept and live for Christ, and 

* those who reject and live after the flesh.

We must consider and make a choice!

· God hates sin


What is the wrath of God?

· J.I. Packer says it is a  “Deep intense anger and indignation against sin”.

· Most people wrongly see God’s wrath as anger that has gone out of control.

· The Bible teaches that God cannot tolerate sin.  His wrath is not only against Satan but was also against His only begotten Son Jesus when He took our sins.

· God said,  “The soul that sins will surely die”.  Jesus had to die on the cruel cross.

· All who sinned and all nations  that are unrighteous will face God’s wrath.(Romans 1:18)

WHY YOU DON’T NEED TO LIVE THROUGH THE GREAT TRIBULATION

· Man’s problem is not the economy but sin.

· If God will not judge this world, He will have to apologize to Sodom and Gomorrah.

· God’s wrath is your choice!!

· If you chose God, you will be blessed (Psalm 1:3)

· If the Rapture takes place – it’s over – you will face the tribulation.

· Fools make a mockery of sin.

· You may have a lawyer who can keep you out of jail but not out of hell.

· The wrath of God is a consuming fire and not a God who is out of control (Hebrews 12:28)

· The wrath of God produces praise to Jesus Christ; you will thank God and worship the Lamb of God for your salvation (Revelation 5:8-10)

· The tribulation is 7 years – 2 periods

· The first 3 ½ years is the tribulation.

· The second 3 ½ years is the great tribulation.

The rapture happens in the tribulation period and anti-Christ comes into power. He will

· Set up a one world government 

· A one world currency

·  A one world religion – the New Age

· He will bring peace and sign a peace agreement with Israel

·  He will control the economy of the world and you cannot sell or buy without his mark

· He will set up his image and force people to worship him

· He will imitate the resurrection by being assassinated 

· He will make war with Israel and get the world to come against Israel and Jesus will come

CONCLUSION

How will you escape?  Only through Jesus Christ (Acts 4:12)

