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Introduction

1. Often in the midst of human tragedy and suffering, questions arise, “Is God playing games with my life”? Why is He not doing anything? Doesn’t He care?

2. While we cannot explain the “whys” and “what’s”, knowing what He is like will help.

3. But what is God like? The Bible says He is Spirit (John 4) and cannot be observed with human eyes. He revealed Himself in human form that we might catch a glimpse of His heart (John 1:14, John 6:46, John 14:9, Matthew 1:23) 

4. Jesus’ words and works revealed the Father’s wisdom, compassion and power  (cf. John 3:19-21; 10:10, 10:25; 14:11). 

5. John records seven of these works: 

a. The turning of water into wine (John 2:1-11)

b. The healing of the official's son (John 4:43-54)

c. The healing of a paralytic (John 5:1-15)

d. The feeding of the multitude (John 6:1-14)

e. The walking on the water (John 6:16-21)

f. The cure of the blind man (John 9:1-41)

g. The raising of Lazarus (John 11:1-44)

John refers to them "signs" because they point to something beyond themselves. The people were to look beyond the excitement to see the heart of God (2:11; 4:53; 6:66, 69; 9:38; 11:45). 

The Fear of Loss and Destruction  (John 11:1-5)

1. Trials and hard times are a consequence of life (1 Corinthians 10:13, James 1:2)

2. Trials of a believer will not end in “death” (Jeremiah 29:11 Isaiah 40:31)

3. Trials when properly addressed will result in worship and praise (Psalm 30:5, Philippians 2:8,9) 

The Folly of Doubt (John 11:6-15)

1. God has a right to choose what to do (Psalm 115:1-3, Daniel 4:17)

2. God has the wisdom and knowledge to choose when to do (Galatians 4:4, Ecclesiastes 3:11)

3. God has a purpose in His choice (Isaiah 14:27, Ephesians 1:9)

The Faith that Overcomes (John 11: 16-44)

1. A faith in the wisdom of God (Romans 16:27, 1 Corinthians 1:25)

2. A faith in the compassion of God (John 3:16, Matthew 9:36, Luke 15:20)

3. A faith in the ability of God (Luke 1:37, Luke 18:27)

Conclusion

And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. (2 Corinthians 9:8)
