PAGE  
1
The Lord Is My Provision

Speaker: Senior Pastor Prince Guneratnam 

Title: The Lord is My Provision

INTRODUCTION

There is a difference between being the “Provider” and being the “Provision”.

God is not just the “Provider” but also the “Provision”.

· Provision is more than money
· At the tomb of Lazarus (John 11:25)
· Jesus said to Martha “I am the Resurrection and the life …

· He did not say, “I can resurrect”.
· The problem with the statement “I can” is “Will He?
· But when He is the Resurrection, He cannot but resurrect.
· In the Gospels, Jesus declares He is the “I AM”


There are 7 references. “7” is the number of perfection
· I am the bread of life (John 6:35, 41, 48, 51)

· I am the light of the world (John 8:12; 9:5)

· I am the door of the sheep (John 10:7&9)

· I am the good shepherd (John 10:11)

· I am the resurrection and the life (John 11:25)

· I am the way, the truth and the life (John 14:6)

· I am the true vine (John 15:1)

· When Moses asked God, “What is your name?” (Exodus 3:13-14)
· God said, “I am who I am”.  My Name is “I Am”
· Whatever your need is, “I Am”.
· It is not “I can” but “I am whatever your need is”.
· Abraham and his son (Genesis 22:7,8,14-18)

(Genesis 22:7-8)
7 But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” Then he said, “Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 And Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering.” So the two of them went together.” 

· God provides through you for Himself - what a privilege!!

· He gives you so you can give Him.
   

(Genesis 22: 14-18)
   
14 And Abraham called the name of the place, The-LORD-Will-Provide; as it is said to this 
day, “In the Mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 15 Then the Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, 16 and said: “By Myself I have sworn, says the LORD, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only

   

son— 17 blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the 
stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. 18 In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.”

· God has everything that you need covered
· In God’s provision, we can become comfortable and complacent.  This hinders our growth and maturity as a believer.
· He has still many more ways to be our Provision for growth and maturity.
· God does not add, He multiplies your blessings!
BIBLICAL EXAMPLES OF GOD’S PROVIDENCE

· Elijah by the brook with the ravens

(1 Kings 17:2-4,7)
2 Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, 3 “Get away from here and turn eastward, and hide by the Brook Cherith, which flows into the Jordan. 4 And it will be that you shall drink from the brook, and I have commanded the ravens to feed you there.”7 And it happened after a while that the brook dried up, because there had been no rain in the land.”


Elijah and the widow at Zarephath


(1 Kings 17:8-9)
8 Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, 9 “Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and dwell there. See, I have commanded a widow there to provide for you.”

· Joseph in Egypt – Egypt was God’s provision

(Genesis 45:5-13)
5 But now, do not therefore be grieved or angry with yourselves because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6 For these two years the famine has been in the land, and there

are still five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvesting. 7 And God sent me before you to preserve a posterity for you in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. 8 So now it was not you who sent me here, but God; and He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt. 9 “Hurry and go up to my father, and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph: “God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not tarry. 10 You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near to me, you and your children, your children’s children, your flocks and your herds, and all that you have.11 There I will provide for you, lest you and your household, and all that you have, come to poverty; for there are still five years of famine.” ’12 “And behold, your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my mouth that speaks to you. 13 So you shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that you have seen; and you shall hurry and bring my father down here.”

· As the Jews prospered, the Egyptians feared that they will be outnumbered and so the Egyptians made them slaves.

· They should have moved out but they didn’t.  

· Now as slaves, they began to pray to God for deliverance.

· God heard their prayer.

· God sent Moses as the deliverer and they were on their way to the Promised Land.


· Israel in the wilderness - manna and quails 

(Exodus 16:11-18)
11 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 12 “I have heard the complaints of the children of Israel. Speak to them, saying, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall be filled with

bread. And you shall know that I am the LORD your God.’ ” 13 So it was that quails came up at evening and covered the camp, and in the morning the dew lay all around the camp. 14 And when the layer of dew lifted, there, on the surface of the wilderness, was a small round substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15 So when the children of Israel saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was.  And Moses said to them, “This is the bread which the LORD has given you to eat. 16 This is the thing which the LORD has commanded: ‘Let every man gather it according to each one’s need, one omer for each person, according to the number of persons; let every man take for those who are in his tent.’ ”17 Then the children of Israel did so and gathered, some more, some less. 18 So when they measured it by omers, he who gathered much had nothing left over, and he who gathered little had no lack. Every man had gathered according to each one’s need.

· When God wants to move us on, our supply stops. 
· We get angry and argue with God

· The people of Israel complained, murmured and were destroyed.

· They wanted to go back to Egypt

· They were after the pleasures of this world, idolaters and full of pride. 
(1 Corinthians 10:1-12)
· God promised them a land flowing with milk and honey but they wanted to stay in their comfort zone.
· The Bible describes the land God had for His people
(Deuteronomy 8:7-10)
7 For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, that flow out of valleys and hills; 8 a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive oil and honey; 9 a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing; a land whose stones are iron and out of whose hills you can dig copper. 10 When you have eaten and are full, then you shall bless the LORD your God for the good land which He has given you.

CONCLUSION

· God’s ultimate plan is to bring you to Himself. 
(Exodus 19:4) God said,

“You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to Myself.” (Exodus 19:4)
· The Bible says, “You are sojourners”.

(1 Peter 2:11) Peter said, 
“Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul,” 

· Examples:
· Job – blessed → disciplined → blessed

· Joseph – blessed with a coat of colors → disciplined → blessed
· In the process of Obedience, Discipline and Blessings, He prepares you for Himself. Be willing and obedient. Your blessings and multiplication await you.

