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INTRODUCTION

· The word “encourage” means to give support, confidence or hope to (Oxford)

· Barnabas, called the Son of Encouragement (combination of consolation and exhortation) was indeed a blessing to the Antioch Church.

· Through his ministry together with Paul for a year in Antioch – the believers were first called Christians here!

· Barnabas was a man of faith and action.  There appears to be a unique passion urging him to console, exhort and encourage others into their faith in God.  It must have stemmed from the outcome of His appreciation and experience of God’s grace. (Acts 4:33; 11:23)

I.
His passion in encouragement was spontaneous (Acts 4:34-37; 11:25-26)

· He had initiative to act.

· His gratefulness to God was evident.

· He did what he could.

II.
His passion in encouragement took effort (Acts 4:37; 11:25-26)

· He knew what he had to do.

· He did more than expected.

· He acted with a positive attitude.

All achievers go beyond the norm or themselves in order to succeed.  This is not new but should be a mark of true believers in their witness and life as a Christian (Matthew 5:41, 46-48)

III.
His passion in encouragement required faith (was not afraid of risks) (Acts 11:25-26, 15:37-40)

· He was willing to try something different.

· He gave others an opportunity.

· He believed in giving others a second chance.

“We are meant to be continually encouraged and discouraged and to hope in God” Neville Ward

CONCLUSION

Barnabas’ passion in encouragement must be seen in the light of his walk – a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith. (Acts 11:24)

When you appreciate God’s grace and learn how to cooperate and submit to the Holy Spirit’s leading in your life – you will be an encourager!

