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Introduction

 Pronouncement of blessings was made on important occasions in the lives of God’s people in the Old Testament.

o When God was beginning a new work among them (Numbers 6:5-6)

o When a leader was moving on (Deuteronomy 28:1ff.)

o On the deathbed of a Patriarch (Genesis 27:5-37)

 In the New Testament this was also done but in different forms:

o Promises (Matthew 6:33)

o Prayers (Ephesians 1:17-23, 14-20)

o Benedictions (Ephesians 6:23-24, 2 Timothy 4:22)

Let us consider the Benediction found in 2 Corinthians 13:14  “May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all”.

A.  The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

 Jesus’ grace provides for forgiveness (Ephesians 2:8,9)

 Jesus’ grace provides for reconciliation (Romans 4:24)

 Jesus’ grace removes fear of coming before Him (Ephesians 2:14-18)

B. The Love of God
 God’s love is active – it is a “saving love” (Romans 8:28, Ephesians 5:1-2)


 God’s love encompasses the un-deserving (Romans 5:8, Ephesians 2:4)

 God’s love brings security (Romans 8:35-39)

C. The Fellowship of the Holy Spirit

 The Holy Spirit Abides in us and with us (Romans 8:9-11)

 The Spirit Transforms us (Romans 8:2)

 The Holy Spirit Empowers us (Romans 8:26-27, 1 Corinthians 12,14)

Conclusion

Romans 12:12  “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer”.

