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INTRODUCTION

The Power of the Hand of God as Protector – Deliverer

The Power of the Hand of God as Provider – Giver

The Power of the Hand of God as Potter – The Will of God - Direction

The Hand of God is the Hand of the Potter that shapes and moulds us according to His will.

The Potter is a picture of deepest intimacy and has close contact with the clay, or the believer.

The goal of the Potter is to shape us in the way He has for us in His mind.

Consider Jeremiah 18:1-6 (c.f. John 10:29) 
“The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying: 2 “Arise and go down to the potter’s house, and there I will cause you to hear My words.” 3 Then I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was, making something at the wheel. 4 And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter; so he made it again into another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to make. 5 Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying: 6 “O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter?” says the Lord. “Look, as the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel!”     

(Jeremiah 18:1-6)
“My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand.” (John 10:29)

Every potter knows what he wants before he begins.

He begins knowing what he wants to make.

This is what God said to Jeremiah(Jeremiah 1:5)


“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; Before you were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations.” (Jeremiah 1:5)
God’s hand on you is God’s will working in your life.

God knows what and how to do, with everything He wants to do with you (Jeremiah 14:8)

 “And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter; so he made it again into another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to make.” (Jeremiah 18:4)
The vessel of clay was marred in the potter’s hand.


“Marred” means – messed up or worthless, without use.

This was no ordinary potter. If so, the vessel would have been set aside or destroyed.

The Potter is God the creator and we the clay. With God nothing is impossible.

The potter’s wheel is God’s method for His will to be done in our life.

The wheel may mean many things to many people but it works out God’s will in all of us.  

What God has in mind for us - (Jeremiah 29:11)

 “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope (Jeremiah 29:11)

Illustration from David’s life  

David says, “I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; I am like a broken vessel.”

He was a broken vessel, pottery or discarded pot. (Psalm 31:12)
But he put himself into God’s hand (Psalm 31:5)

“Into Your hand I commit my spirit; You have redeemed me, O Lord God of truth.”  (Psalm 31:5)

“God’s Hand” – Why? To be redeemed.
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit and a contrite heart (Psalm 51:17)

“The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a contrite heart—These, O God, You will not despise.” (Psalm 51:17)

What cause the vessel to be marred?  

We don’t really know because it could be many things.

The truth is God can re-make it again.  

We must be willing to get back on the wheel.
Though we may feel hopeless, we must go back on the wheel.

God’s will for us is, peace, a future, and  hope.

THE BATTLE OF WILLS

What could have marred the vessel?  

It was not what someone did to the vessel -the clay has a will of its own and the ability to resist the will of the potter 

6 “O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter?” says the Lord. “Look, as the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel! 7 The instant I speak concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, to pull down, and to destroy it, 8 if that nation against whom I have spoken turns from its evil, I will relent of the disaster that I thought to bring upon it. 9 And the instant I speak concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it, 10 if it does evil in My sight so that it does not obey My voice, then I will relent concerning the good with which I said I would benefit it.” (Jeremiah 18:6-10.)
    
The marred vessel was the sin of disobedience.


Disobedience is going against the voice or the will of God.

Obedience is better than sacrifice? (1 Samuel 15:22)

“Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams.”  (1 Samuel 15:22)

Israel was questioning the will of God. 

GOD’S WAY IS A RELATIONSHIP     

It is a two-way relationship.  It involves your will and God’s will.

You must will your will to do His will.  He will give you a future and hope.
You have a choice


If you have been marred because of your choices, God will not reject you.

He can still make something out of your mess and confusion.

The potter did what he did because of who he is – God is love, mercy and forgiving.


The Bible says, He loved us while we were yet sinners.

Fire is part of making pottery.

When the vessel is put into the fire, it is not the fire that cracks the vessel.  

It is the constitution and the integrity of the clay or believer.

If the clay is free of foreign objects and air pockets, it will be firm. 

The fire strengthens and not destroys it.  Like gold, fire makes it purer and richer.


A compromising lifestyle will destroy your life or crack the vessel.

God will not put you in the fire, if you cannot stand up to its temperature (1 Corinthians 10:13)

The fire is not to find out if you can stand up to it. 

“No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.” (1 Corinthians 10:13)
It is to say, “You can!” when you feel the heat. 
Remember you can stand up and not fail.
If you fail, it is a choice you made

Consider Romans 8:35-39

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written:

“For Your sake we are killed all day long;

We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.”

37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:35-39)
Illustration:  The three Hebrew children 

It is not a matter of how hot the fire.  If you are allowed to go in, you will come out victorious.

Spiritual maturity – the right constitution and integrity begins with your will in line with God’s.


Walking in faith is synchronizing my will with His.

CONCLUSION

Consider Jeremiah 18:6

O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter?” says the Lord. 

“Look, as the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel! (Jeremiah 18:6)
