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The Power of the Hand of God – Providence

INTRODUCTION
The Mighty Hand of God as Protector – Deliverer 

The Mighty Hand of God as Provider – Giver
The Mighty Hand of God as Potter – the Will of God, Direction.

· God delivered Israel out of Egypt with a mighty hand.  (Deut. 26:8 & 9)

· They had been slaves for more than 400 years (Exodus 12:40)

· God did more than just delivering them. God gave them what the Egyptians took from them - what was rightly theirs - when the Egyptians made them slaves (Exodus 12:35-36)

Exodus 12:35-36

35 Now the children of Israel had done according to the word of Moses, and they had asked from the Egyptians articles of silver, articles of gold, and clothing. 36 And the Lord had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they granted them what they requested. Thus they plundered the Egyptians.”

· “Borrowed” (in KJV) or “asked” is not as we understand today. It’s actual rendering is “request on demand” – a demanded request. It was God at work.

The fear of God made the Egyptians give in to the demand of the Israelites.  It was their right – they were set free by God’s power.  Now they had the right to take what was denied to them as slaves (Deuteronomy 26:8)


Deuteronomy 26:8

“So the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and with an outstretched arm, with great terror and with signs and wonders.”

· “Favor” God gave them favor in the sight of their enemies  (Egyptians)

· That is also the way it is with us.

We were slaves to sin – Satan has robbed us (John 10:10) and has made us slaves (Roman 6:6)

Israel was delivered and blessed.  So are we!

Everything we have comes as a blessing from God.



Everything you receive will be by the favour of God.

· Your resume may not be as colourful but God has stamped His favour on it.

· You may be qualified but there were a hundred like you who also qualified.

You got the job, the promotion and the increment.






You qualified for the loan, the position, and etc.

God’s favor was upon you.
          
Pharaoh released and blessed them.

If you are saved and have the favour of God, you will succeed and be blessed even by your enemies.

David said, “You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over.”  (Psalm 23:5)
“A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children, But  the wealth of the sinner is stored up for the righteous.” Proverbs 13:22



The Pharoah said,  “Rise, go out from among my people, both you and the children of Israel. And go, 


serve the Lord as you have said.”  (Exodus 12:31)


The Bible says, “The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, Like the rivers of water; He turns it 



wherever He wishes.”  (Proverbs 21:1)

“The king”, rulers who have authority, are in the hand of the Lord.

Rulers and governments cannot go against the will and purpose of God, not even Satan!

The children of Israel were delivered - they had wealth and health.(Psalm 105: 37 & 38)


David said, “He also brought them out with silver and gold, And there was none feeble among 


His tribes.  Egypt was glad when they departed, For the fear of them had fallen upon them.” 


(Psalm 105: 37 & 38)
Why did God load them with wealth? 

God does not bless you without a purpose.

He is not a wasteful God.

IN THE WILDERNESS, THERE WAS A NEED FOR A TABERNACLE  
(Exodus 25:1-8)

Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 2 “Speak to the children of Israel, that they bring Me an offering. From everyone who gives it willingly with his heart you shall take My offering. 3 And this is the offering which you shall take from them: gold, silver, and bronze; 4 blue, purple, and scarlet thread, fine linen, and goats’ hair; 5 ram skins dyed red, badger skins, and acacia wood; 6 oil for the light, and spices for the anointing oil and for the sweet incense; 7 onyx stones, and stones to be set in the ephod and in the breastplate. 8 And let them make Me a sanctuary that I may dwell among them.”

First, they were God’s people forgiven and delivered

Second, they were to come together as a sanctuary for fellowship and worship.

First, we are a temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19,20)

 


Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from 



God, and you are not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body 



and in your spirit, which are God’s.

Second, we come together as God’s people that make up His Church. (Ephesians 5:27)

“… that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.”

First, give yourself  (Romans 12:1)



“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living 


sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.”
Second, bring your gifts (2 Corinthians 9:7)


“So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a 

cheerful giver.”

The building of the Tabernacle was to be built by God’s people who were saved and had the favour of God.

They built it by taking up an offering.

Does God take back what He gives you?

The Lord said, “Bring me an offering, from every one who gives willingly with his heart” (v.2). 

He did not say “give me back”.  

He could, but He did not.

What we give is really what He gave – we give from what we receive (Job 1:21)

“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return there. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; Blessed be the name of the Lord.”  (Job 1:21)

· When we fail to give, we fail to recognize God who gave to us in the first place.

· The wealth they walked out with was an opportunity for them to create an “atmosphere” for God’s presence.

· Their giving was not buying God’s blessings but preparing a place for God’s revelation of His glory among His people.
Giving creates an “atmosphere” of God’s revelation. (Exodus 40:38)

“For the cloud of the Lord was above the tabernacle by day, and fire was over it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout all their journeys.”

· The Tabernacle was a prepared place for God to show up.  Giving made it possible.

· Giving does not make God come but prepares the place.  

· If you make room, you can have visitors.  God will show up.  

· The Tabernacle was not the “end”.  It was a means by which God choose to reveal Himself.

· The cloud and the pillow of fire symbolized God’s presence with His people.
Illustrations:

The widow at Zarephath (1 Kings 17:8-16)

· The widow and a little flour and oil

God showed up when she gave.

· Elijah was there because God sent him.

Elijah asked the widow because she was to provide through a miracle. (v.9)

· God showed up.
She did not die, but live. (v.15)
Israel had not always understood and obeyed God’s purpose for giving. 

God will show up if you if you make room by giving.

The prophet Malachi spoke to Israel, who had gone astray, to return to Him (Malachi 3:6 & 7)

“For I am the Lord, I do not change; Therefore you are not consumed, O sons of Jacob. 7Yet from the days of your fathers you have gone away from My ordinances And have not kept them. Return to Me, and I will return to you,” Says the Lord of hosts. “But you said, ‘In what way shall we return?’ (Malachi 3:6 & 7)

· “For I am the Lord, I do not change” – God kept His oath (Promise) to bless the seed of Abraham.

· Their disobedience and rebellion had hindered the revelation of God to bless them.  But if they repented, He would forgive because of His oath to Abraham.

· Israel asked how shall I return.

God answered the question with a question. – “Will a man rob God?” (Malachi 3:8-10)

This is not about money but obedience and going God’s way.  

You cannot buy blessing.

Giving prepares the place, room for God to show up – to reveal Himself.  

His presence will bless you.
CONCLUSION 

Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-5, 7-10)

In the Book of Acts, the believers would bring their gifts for the work of God.  They gave willingly (Acts 4:32) except one couple (Acts 5:1-5,7-10).

· The problem was withholding what was to be given, and not the amount.  They gave, but not all that belonged to God.

· The result of not giving what belongs to God may not be immediate as with them but it could be dying gradually.

· Your giving is because He gave.  He is the Creator and you are the creature.

· God does not need you to give Him.  He is God.  But giving is God’s way to acknowledge Him and to be blessed by Him.

· The purpose of giving is like sowing, and sowing on good ground.





Giving prepares a place for God to show His glory.





He shows His glory by giving Himself.  





He will show up in your situation and bless you
