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Introduction


Love has always been God’s standard. Even the Ten Commandments are in reality ten aspects of love. The first four commands delineate the characteristics of love towards God; the latter six describe love towards others. 

God loves us and forgave us. He expects us to do the same for each other.

Luke 7:36-48 contrast a Pharisee with a sinful woman.

1. The Love of the Sinner (verses 36-38)
· She was never invited to the righteous party. In fact, this was a party of the highest and “holiest”, and she was among the lowest and the dirtiest.
·  This woman does the strangest thing. As one translation reads, “she rained tears on His feet.”
·  She comes thirsty and she drinks from the goblet of God’s grace and mercy.

·  Jesus never condoned the women’s sin but He did forgive it.
2. The Sin of the Pharisee (verse 39-40)
· If she had done the same thing to the Pharisee, he probably would have thrown her into      the street. We see his attitude in verse 39.
· Two people would not be more different. “He is looked up to. She is looked down on. 
      He makes a living promoting standards. She makes a living breaking them. He is      
hosting the party, she is crashing it.”
· Simon the Pharisee learned a lot of lessons that day.

· While the woman drinks up, he puffs up. And Jesus says about Simon, “A person who is      forgiven little shows only little love.”

3. The Parable of Christ (verse 41-43)
· Interpretation: The Simons of this world are always bothered by how things appear rather than how they really are in the heart. The Simons sometimes put the law above love and never understand what it means to be a giver of grace. (versus 44-46)
· Illustration: A parable about a seminary professor.

Conclusion:

How do you learn to forgive? How do you learn to love?

· You learn to forgive by receiving forgiveness (The 7:47  principle)

· I John 4:9-10

· We learn most how not to sin by receiving the grace that comes from God.

· The cross is about the goblet of grace, “Drink deeply, Gulp graciously. You need all          that I can give to be clean again.”

