PAGE  
1
The Promised Land

Speaker: Senior Pastor Prince Guneratnam

Title: The Promised Land

Scripture: Exodus 3:7-9; Deuteronomy 8:1, 7-10
(Exodus 3:7-9)

“7 And the LORD said: “I have surely seen the oppression of My people who are in Egypt, and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters, for I know their sorrows. 8 So I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a good and large land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites. 9 Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel has come to Me, and I have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them”.
(Deuteronomy 8: 1, 7-10)
“1 Every commandment which I command you today you must be careful to observe, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land of which the LORD swore to your fathers. 

7 For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, that flow out of valleys and hills; 8 a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive oil and honey; 9 a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing; a land whose stones are iron and out of whose hills you can dig copper. 10 When you have eaten and are full, then you shall bless the LORD your God for the good land which He has given you.”
INTRODUCTION

What God has promised is not for the “hereafter” but for now.  
The promises of God are:
(2 Corinthians 1:20)
“For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.”

(Psalm 84:11)
“For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD will give grace and glory;  no good thing will He withhold from those who walk uprightly.”

· God gives us His promises while we are in the light
· When we walk to possess them we walk in the dark
· We are called to live by faith
· Faith like film is best developed in the dark.

CONSIDER THE ACCOUNT OF ISRAEL AND THE PROMISED LAND

(Numbers 13:27-33)
27 Then they told him, and said: “We went to the land where you sent us. It truly flows with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. 28 Nevertheless the people who dwell in the land are strong; the cities are fortified and very large; moreover we saw the descendants of Anak there. 29 The Amalekites dwell in the land of the South; the Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in the mountains; and the Canaanites dwell by the sea and along the banks of the Jordan.” 30 Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, “Let us go up at once and take possession, for we are well able to overcome it.” 31 But the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we.” 32 And they gave the children of Israel a bad report of the land which they had spied out, saying, “The land through which we have gone as spies is a land that devours its inhabitants, and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great stature. 33 There we saw the giants (the descendants of Anak came from the giants); and we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight.”

The spies came back with their reports.

· 10/12 believed what God said was true but believed it was not for them but was for a future generation
· 2/12 believed what God said and believed it was for them now
Illustration:  The brother of the prodigal son
His father said to him, “Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is yours.  (Luke 15:31)

· He did not see what his father had was for him now. 

· Therefore though he knew it was given to him, he never experienced it.

YOU CAN LIVE IN THE FAVOUR OF GOD
David said:
“You will show me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

(Psalm 16:11)

BELIEVE AND LIVE IN GOD’S FAVOUR
· His favour brings Joy

· There are pleasures forever more - peace, forgiveness, healing, comfort, strength and more.
· God will show us the path of life, the secret of victory and success.

WHY WE FAIL TO EXERIENCE AND LIVE IN GOD’S FAVOUR

· Our faith is without works
James says:
 “Faith without works is dead” (James 2:17)

· We do not obey what God says
· Our faith does not affect our will – merely head knowledge and emotional faith

· We are ignorant of God’s Word and will for our lives
· We lack self-respect and have fear


What the 10 spies said:

 “32 And they gave the children of Israel a bad report of the land which  they had spied out, saying, “The land through which we have gone as spies is a land that devours its inhabitants, and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great stature. 33 There we saw the giants (the descendants of Anak came from the giants); and we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight.” (Numbers 13:32-33)

· We are not willing to pay the price of success


God’s favor is not for lazy people or for cowards and fainthearted. 
God said to Joshua:

“6 Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land which I swore to their fathers to give them. 7 Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go. 8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”  (Joshua 1:6-9)
GOD’S PROMISES ARE FOR HERE AND NOW – OUR PROMISED LAND

Paul said:

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us,” (Ephesians 3:20) 

Jesus said: 

“With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” (Matthew 19:26)

CONCLUSION

David said,  
3 Trust in the LORD, and do good; dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness.  

4 Delight yourself also in the LORD, and He shall give you the desires of your heart.   

5 Commit your way to the LORD, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass.   

6 He shall bring forth your righteousness as the light, and your justice as the noonday.  

7 Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for Him; do not fret because of him who prospers in his way. because of the man who brings wicked schemes to pass.   

8 Cease from anger, and forsake wrath; do not fret—it only causes harm.”  

(Psalm 37:3-8)

This is a call to a relationship with God

· Trust and dwell and feed on His faithfulness

· Delight yourself in the Lord

· Commit your ways to the Lord

· Rest in the Lord

· Do not fret.

