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The Second Call

Speaker: Senior Pastor Prince Guneratnam
Title: The second Call

Text: Genesis 22:15

(Genesis 22:15)

 “Then the Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time out of heaven”  

INTRODUCTION

Abraham is the epitome of fatherhood - the essence, personification, embodiment or depiction of a father
But:

· It did not make sense to call him a father when he had no children yet and to declare him to be the epitome of fatherhood

· His wife Sarah was barren

· Her body had gone through the cycle of change for child-bearing.  

It was an impossible situation.
All Jews, Muslims and Christians agree that Abraham was a man of faith.

Without faith, it is impossible to please God or be His friend.

(James 2:23)
“And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God.”

· Abraham was a friend of God though he was not perfect.  Not that he did not do anything wrong but he did what was right.
· Abraham believed God when there was no evidence to prove God’s promise was possible.

· God is looking for people who have faith and not people who go to church.
· God is looking for people who act out their faith and not talk about faith.
· God is looking for people who are worshippers and not just those go through a form of worship.

God works best when the odds are against you.

Examples:

· Joseph - from prison to palace

· Moses - from the back of the desert to being Israel’s deliverer

· Gideon’s army of 300 won against the Midianites

· David defeated Goliath.

WE ARE CALLED TO WALK BY FAITH – THE SECOND CALL

· The first call is salvation  - we are saved by grace through faith  (called out of Egypt) 
· The second call is the walk of faith - (we mix the Word of God with faith on our journey through the wilderness to the Promised Land)

(2 Corinthians 5:7)

“For we walk by faith, not by sight” Faith will be tested

· Life on earth is to be lived by faith, therefore expect the impossible
· God will call you a friend when you do what seems impossible and you act in faith.

· Abraham staggered [wavered] not at the promise of God.

      
(Romans 4:20)

“He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God,”

      
God blessed Abraham. He pleased God and was God’s Friend!

GOD’S CALLING IS ALWAYS WITH PURPOSE

God does not talk “loosely”
· Abraham did not hear from God often. When God spoke, it was sufficient to walk and could be years before one heard again from God.
· Someone said, when God speaks, it echoes - that’s why it is heard twice.
· “Abraham, Abraham”   (Genesis 22:11)
· “Samuel, Samuel”  (1 Samuel 3:10)
· “Moses, Moses”  (Exodus 3:4)
· It is an emphasis and it is important to obey.
· When you see or hear from God on the inside, you will recognize what God showed or said when it happens
· Abraham went, not knowing where he was going but knew he would know when he saw it. Till then, he kept moving.
Keep doing till you see what God said or showed you on the inside.

THE RIGHT TIME IS WHEN GOD SAYS SO

God’s time and man’s time do not need to agree.
· Sarah had a body that said it was not the right time for her to bear a child.  

· Abraham did not have the ability to function - it was the wrong time for him to father a child.
· Remember, God does not look at your situation for Him to fulfill His promise.
· The right time is God’s time.

WHY DID GOD CHOOSE ABRAHAM AS THE FATHER OF THE FAITH?

Read Genesis 22:6-13 
(Genesis 22:11-12)  - Abraham’s obedience









11 But the Angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” So he said, “Here I am.”  12 And He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.”

God blessed Abraham, not because of his looks, strength, family or status – he believed and obeyed

· He obeyed the first call – “come out” 

· (Acts 7:2-4 – The call of acceptance – salvation)

· He obeyed the second call – “sacrifice his son” 

(Genesis 22:9 – The call to walk by faith)
AFTER THE SECOND CALL, COMES THE BLESSING

(Genesis 22:15-18)
15 Then the Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, 16 and said: “By Myself I have sworn, says the LORD, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son”
· blessing I will bless you, and 
· multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and 
· your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. 
· In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice
We are walking today in God’s second call – He wants to bless you for your obedience
CONCLUSION

God will bless those you least expect

· Jacob (Israel) and his grandsons  

(Genesis 48:12-14)  - The crossing of hands

12 So Joseph brought them from beside his knees, and he bowed down with his face to the earth. 13 And Joseph took them both, Ephraim with his right hand toward Israel’s left hand, and Manasseh with his left hand toward Israel’s right hand, and brought them near him. 14 Then Israel stretched out his right hand and laid it on Ephraim’s head, who was the younger, and his left hand on Manasseh’s head, guiding his hands knowingly, for Manasseh was the firstborn.

· Calvary is a place God crossed His hands to bless you

(Ephesians 2:11-12)
11 Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh—who are called. Uncircumcision by what is called the Circumcision made in the flesh by hands— 12 that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world”


(Galatians 3:26-29)
26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.”
