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(Mark 8:22-26)

22 Then He came to Bethsaida; and they brought a blind man to Him, and begged Him to touch him. 23 So He took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the town. And when He had spit on his eyes and put His hands on him, He asked him if he saw anything.

24 And he looked up and said, “I see men like trees, walking.”

25 Then He put His hands on his eyes again and made him look up. And he was restored and saw everyone clearly. 26 Then He sent him away to his house, saying, “Neither go into the town, nor tell anyone in the town.”

· Notice that all Jesus healed from blindness were men – there must be some “truth” in this. 

· Satan knows and understands that men ought to be the head of the home -this is God’s established government.  (Ephesians 5:22-25)

· If Satan can blind men, he can get those whom men lead to fall.

SATAN WANTS TO TAKE AWAY MEN’S VISION

·  That’s what he did to Samson (Judges 16:18-31)

· There are many who were once strong like Samson, doing the will of God but are today weaklings.

· Many are not strong because of “blindness”.

HEALING CAN COME IN DIFFERENT WAYS

· Instant healing

· The healing of the woman with an issue of blood.  (Matthew 9:20-22)

“She was made well from that hour” (V.22)

· The healing of the paralytic lying on a bed (Matthew 9:1-8)

“He arose and departed to his house” (V.7)

· The healing of the lame man at the temple gate named Beautiful by Peter and John. (Acts 3:1-11)

“Immediately, his feet and ankle bones received strength, so he leaping up, stood and walked, praising God” (V.7)

· Healing that comes through a process - healed but not complete.

· In this incident, the blind man was healed. He saw men “like trees” - better but not complete (Mark 8:24)

· Deliverance is the same way

· We are delivered but not complete – it is a process.

· We are touched but not complete.

· The test is what you see

· Many can say “We have changed – we are better but not complete”.

· The healing of the ten lepers  (Luke 17:11-19)

· The word was given and as they went in obedience. Healing began to take place. 

· The Word and their faith were at work for the healing to take place.

· Similarly, in our healing and deliverance.

· Keep obeying the Word. The process of healing will take place in our lives.

· We can have a genuine encounter with God and get better but not yet “complete”

· Abraham was called and given a promise to be a father of nations but was not perfect. 

E.g. He lied to the king (Genesis 12:11 & 12)

· David was anointed king but was not perfect. 

E.g. He committed adultery with Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11:3 & 4)

· Sometimes we think we are “schizophrenics” as most of us fall in the “better but not well yet” category.

· Keep coming back to Jesus when you see inconsistencies in your life.

· The man was touched first

· The test comes after the first touch – “what do you see?”

· This makes room for the “second touch”

· The first touch reveals the truth about themselves

· Admitting and telling the truth will bring answers to your problems.

· Say what you see, to be made whole.

· It was the man who was blind

· This is a gender issue.

· Man is to be the head of the house.

· He is the head of his own wife and not womankind

· When he is not the head  there is division – de (two) vision

· When there is division there is confusion.

· Man is to have vision – take away his vision and he loses his ability to lead (c.f. Samson)

· There are homes that will get better when men get healed.

· There are some wives who will be better when their husbands get healed.

· The healing of eyesight can be a process

· The blind man could be a son, father, grandfather, a king, a priest – healing of the eye can be a process of getting better and not an instantaneous event.

· Some men recognize that they are better than they were before.

THE CHALLENGE TO SEE CLEARLY 

· .Crossroads

· Facing “cross roads” happens when we don’t understand what is happening.

· When we don’t understand what is happening, we tend to demonize things.

Eg:  Mother complaining about her son, who is a rebel and he wants to run away from home.

· It is strange:

· When it involves you, it is a situation to be faced

· When it involves another, it is a demon to be confronted. 

· You have a circumstance but they have demons.

· The bible says, “get an understanding”  

(Proverbs 4:7)

“Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom. And in all your getting, get understanding”.

(Proverbs 19:8)  

“He who gets wisdom loves his own soul; he who keeps understanding will find good.”

(Psalms 119:34)

“Give me understanding, and I shall keep Your law; Indeed, I shall observe it with my whole heart.

· To get an understanding – think more than speak.

· Complication comes when you are at crossroads – In unstable environments

· Completing or competing man – Remember wife is a helpmeet

· Communication and not confrontation - Non-verbal communication is huge with men. Seek communication and not manipulation.

· Calm the crisis through knowledge - Knowledge that is rooted in love that has no fear in admitting true situations

(1 Peter 4:8)

And above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will cover a multitude of sins”

CONCLUSION

(Genesis 3:9 & 10)

9 Then the LORD God called to Adam and said to him, “Where are you?”10 So he said, “I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid myself.”

Adam covered himself with fig leaves – when God called him.

Today Fig leaves can be:

· Religion

· Human reasoning – wisdom of this world

·  “My rights”

Let us be willing to come out and let God clothe us. 

