Speaker: Senior Pastor Prince Guneratnam
Topic: The Secret of Peace

Scriptures: Philippians 4:1-9

"Therefore, my beloved and longed-for brethren, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, beloved.  2 I implore Euodia and I implore Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 And I urge you also, true companion (yoke-fellow), help these women who labored with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the Book of Life.  4 Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand. 6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.  8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy-meditate on these things. 9 The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you." (PHILIPPIANS 4:1-9)

INTRODUCTION

· The secret of peace is having the peace of God.

· The peace of God comes only after we have made peace with God.

Paul says, "We can make peace with God through Jesus Christ by faith"  

(Romans 5:1)

"Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ" 

· Once we have peace with God, the peace of God will flood our hearts and minds.  (Philippians 4:7).

HOW DO WE KEEP THE PEACE OF GOD RULING AND REIGNING IN OUR LIVES?

6 steps as outlined in Philippians 4:1-9.

· Peace comes by standing firm [fast]
(V.1)

· Peace comes by unity


(V.2-3)

· Peace comes by rejoicing

(V. 4)

· Peace comes by gentleness

(V. 5)

· Peace comes by prayer


(V.6-7)


· Peace comes by positive thinking
(V.8-9)

STANDING FIRM - PHIL. 4:1

"So stand firm in the Lord"

· To "stand firm" means to persist or persevere.

· This is because there are temptations, trials, persecutions and troubles.

· The firm stand is in the Lord.  If his stand is in any other, he will not be a victor. The Lord is his strength.

(Acts 17:28)

The Bible says, "for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets have said, 'For we are also His offspring.'"  

Standing firm means to:

· Stand in faith

(1 Corinthians 16:13)

"Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong."

· Stand in the liberty of Christ

 (Galatians 5:1)

"Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage.

· Stand in the truth – the teachings or doctrines of God's Word

(2 Thessalonians 2:15)

"Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you were taught, whether by word or our epistle."

STANDING IN UNITY  (PHIL. 4:2-3)

· Paul charged the Philippians Church to stand in one spirit and mind, striving together in faith. This is because there were arguments, criticism, quarreling and backbiting

(Philippians 1:27)

"Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel,"

(Philippians 2:1-2)

"Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind."

(Philippians 2:3-4)

“Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others”.

· Paul mentioned two women in the church - Euodia and Syntyche – who differed, bickered, argued, criticized, dissented and murmured.

· He pleaded with them to come together in the Lord for the sake of the Gospel.

· Paul requested for true friends - "yoke fellows" to help

· Yoke fellows are those who care for others

· Yoke fellows have the gift of helps and are peace makers

· Yoke fellows are respected and esteemed by others

· God has gifted them - yoke fellows have an important ministry in the Church.

· The Ministry of a yoke fellow was needed because:

· The two women were co-labourers in the Gospel

· Their names were in the Book of Life  (Philippians 4:3)

· What is the ministry of the yoke fellow?

· Restore the one who is in need of help

(Galatians 6:1-2)

"Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted. 2 Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ."

· Do good

(Galatians 6:10)

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith."

· Warn the unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold - support the weak and be patient to all

(1 Thessalonians 5:14)

"Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all."

REJOICE CONTINUALLY  (PHIL. 4:4)

· Paul reminds them to rejoice in the face of problems and in spite of him being in jail at the time of his writing.  

· We can rejoice regardless of our circumstances.

"Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!"  (V.4)

BE GENTLE OR BE MODERATE  (PHIL. 4:5) - A gracious gentleness

· The word "epieikes" can be translated as gentleness, forbearance, reasonableness, consideration etc. In this context, the best translation is “a gracious gentleness”.

· This relates to our attitude and behavior.

· Do not have a self-righteous attitude that makes one judgmental and superior.

(Ephesians 4:2)

"with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love,"

(Colossians 3:13)

'bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do."

(1 Thessalonians 2:7)

"But we were gentle among you, just as a nursing mother cherishes her own children." 

(Titus 3:2)

"to speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all men."

(James 3:17)

"But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy."

CONCLUSION

Reasons why we need to keep the peace of God  

· "The Lord is at hand"  (Philippians 4:5)

· We will reap what we sow (Galatians 6:7)

(Galatians 6:7)

"Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap."

(Matthew 6:12, 14-15)

And forgive us our debts, ass we forgive our debtors. 14 "For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

(Mark 11:25)

"And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses."

(Ephesians 4:32)

"And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you."

