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Introduction 

In the Hebrew culture, a person's name was viewed as equivalent to the person themselves. A person's name signified their character, reputation, authority, will, and ownership.
1. God Knows Our Name

Gen 25 – 27:  Jacob lived according to the meaning of his name  (Yaacov - supplanter)
Gen 28:13-15: In spite of what Jacob had done, God gave him His promise.
John 10:3, Isaiah 49:16
What an assurance!

2. Our Name Has New Identity
Christians can still live in bondage as a result of names given by others. 

Gen 32:22-30: Jacob wrestled with God and was set free. 
His named was changed to Israel (Yizrael). 
We are delivered when we seek God and find Him. We can then 

live according to the new identity God gives us.
Romans 8:1, 2 Cor 5:17, Gal 5:22-23
What a hope!

3. God Uses Our Name 
Exodus 3:6: Years later, God revealed to Moses as the God of Abraham, Isaac & Jacob! 
We are God’s light to a dark world. God desires to reveal Himself as our personal God.
Matthew 5:13-15, 2 Cor 3:18
What a privilege!

Conclusion

Though Jacob’s name was retained, the name, Israel, was his identity and way of life. 
Heb 11:21: His name was remembered because he blessed and he worshipped. 
