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TEXT:  1 CORINTHIANS 13:11

“When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things.”

Introduction
· There is a king in every kid OR in every kid, there is a king.
· Paul says, “Put away childishness”.
· David was a king but he did not put away his childishness.

· When do you put aside childishness?
· This is not related to age.
· Some are young but matured, others older but childish.
· This dichotomy is in every man.
· There is a man-boy or boy-man in all of us.
· It is possible to be matured over certain things and immature over others. A contradictory behavior.
· Parenting brings out the king in every child. It is vital to parent well.
· The devil knows there is a king in every kid so he keeps parents too busy to be good parents.
· Man was created to rule – to have dominion.
Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” (Genesis 1:26-28)

· There is nothing wrong in being a kid or a child.
· Trying to act “kingly” all the time can bring premature death.
· A man needs to:

· Relax  
· Have a helpmate 

· Be encouraged, strengthened, comforted and the trust of others to lean on.
· We are not perfect – saved, but God’s work is not yet finished.

· We are growing and becoming more and more like Jesus – to be kingly.
· We can never find perfect mates. We are attracted to various attitudes and personalities.
· What is childishness?
· It is undisciplined, foolish and irresponsible behavior
· Acting spoilt with no sense of values

· It is shallow and irresponsible
· From a Biblical understanding, it is “Behavior that is after the flesh, the sinful nature”.
Therefore, brethren, we are debtors—not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God (Romans 8:12 – 14)
The works of the flesh are: “…. adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; ...”  (Galatians 5:19-21)

CONSIDER  2 SAMUEL 12:1-14

Then the LORD sent Nathan to David. And he came to him, and said to him: “There were two men in one city, one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had exceedingly many flocks and herds. 3 But the poor man had nothing, except one little ewe lamb which he had bought and nourished; and it grew up together with him and with his children. It ate of his own food and drank from his own cup and lay in his bosom; and it was like a daughter to him. 4 And a traveler came to the rich man, who refused to take from his own flock and from his own herd to prepare one for the wayfaring man who had come to him; but he took the poor man’s lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to him.” 5 So David’s anger was greatly aroused against the man, and he said to Nathan, “As the LORD lives, the man who has done this shall surely die! 6 And he shall restore fourfold for the lamb, because he did this thing and because he had no pity.”   7 Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. 8 I gave you your master’s house and your master’s wives into your keeping, and gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if that had been too little, I also would have given you much more! 9 Why have you despised the commandment of the LORD, to do evil in His sight? You have killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword; you have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the people of Ammon. 10 Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised Me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’ 11 Thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, I will raise up adversity against you from your own house; and I will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun. 12 For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel, before the sun.’ ” 13 So David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” And Nathan said to David, “The LORD also has put away your sin; you shall not die. 14 However, because by this deed you have given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child also who is born to you shall surely die.”

· King David acted childish.
· He took what was not his – Bathsheba,  the wife of Uriah (c.f. 2 Samuel 11).
· He despised the commandment of God – God’s favour (2 Samuel 12:9).
· God anointed you king
· God delivered you from King Saul
· God gave you the King’s household
· If you wanted more – He would have given you much more.
· Many are not able to handle the favor of God.
· The prodigal son
· Joseph

EVERYBODY NEEDS A “NATHAN” IN THEIR LIVES

· He must be anointed and not self appointed.
· Nathan was anointed to help kings who acted like kids.
· Old Testament Prophets were God’s men anointed to handle the “kids” in the kings.
· Today, God’s “Nathans” are the Five-fold anointed servants (Ephesians 4:11). They are called to help kings who act like kids.
· Apostles
· Prophets

· Evangelists

· Pastors and 
· Teachers
Anointed Nathan knew how to deal with David 
Nathan told a story
Then the LORD sent Nathan to David. And he came to him, and said to him: “There were two men in one city, one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had exceedingly many flocks and herds. 3 But the poor man had nothing, except one little ewe lamb which he had bought and nourished; and it grew up together with him and with his children. It ate of his own food and drank from his own cup and lay in his bosom; and it was like a daughter to him. 4 And a traveler came to the rich man, who refused to take from his own flock and from his own herd to prepare one for the wayfaring man who had come to him; but he took the poor man’s lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to him.” (2 Samuel 12:1-4)
David’s response

5 “So David’s anger was greatly aroused against the man, and he said to Nathan, “As the LORD lives, the man who has done this shall surely die! 6 And he shall restore fourfold for the lamb, because he did this thing and because he had no pity.” 2 Samuel 12:5 & 6

We know how to judge others but we don’t see our own faults.
“And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye?” (Matthew 7:3)
· David failed to understand that though he was king, he had a kid in him and needed to watch the childish behavior.
· David took God’s blessings for granted.  Pride goes before a fall.
· David forgot who he was and where he had come from. He forgot he was king by God’s anointing and blessings.
· We must never forget where we came from and what God has done for us. 

· This is what God said to Israel when He brought them into the Promised Land.

10 “So it shall be, when the LORD your God brings you into the land of which He swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give you large and beautiful cities which you did not build, 11 houses full of all good things, which you did not fill, hewn-out wells which you did not dig, vineyards and olive trees which you did not plant— when you have eaten and are full— 12 then beware, lest you forget the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.” (Deuteronomy 6:10-12)
· When God decides to take away His favour, you realize how important His favour is.

· When your possessions are taken away.
· When your marriage is about to be lost.
· When you are about to die – life is precious.
· Ask God to keep alive what is about to die. Acknowledge you are blessed of God.

Nathan said, 10 Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised Me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’ 11 Thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, I will raise up adversity against you from your own house; and I will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun. 12 For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel, before the sun.’ ” (2 Samuel 12:10-12)

· Confession and forgiveness of God

David said, “I have sinned against the LORD.” And Nathan said to David, “The LORD also has put away your sin; you shall not die. 14 However, because by this deed you have given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child also who is born to you shall surely die.” 15 Then Nathan departed to his house.” (2 Samuel 12:13-15).            

· Don’t pray for what needs to die, to live!!
· David repented and was praying for the child to live. 
· About casting out demons
· You have the power to cast out the devil from a person
· You have the power over the hold of the devil on the person. 
· You do not have the power over the person who has a hold of the devil.
· Demons are subject to you but not the person.
· Don’t hold on to what God wants you to get rid of.
CONCLUSION

· Repentance and forsaking is the grace of God.
· Forgiveness is a blessing. 

· If you can’t repent, you can’t be forgiven.
· Blessed are those who mourn – weep, they know how to be sorry for their wrongs.
· Do it when God gives you the opportunity not when you choose to do so.

· David prayed and God forgave him (Psalm 51)
· David said, “I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the LORD.” (Psalm 122:1)
David’s Prayer (Psalms 51)
	1.
	An Appeal for Mercy  (vv 1-2)

	
	i.
	Have Mercy     -  v 1
	
	

	
	ii.
	Wash me        -   v 2
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Acknowledgment (vv 3-6)

	
	i.
	Sin – v 3
	
	

	
	ii.
	To whom we have sinned -  v 4
	

	
	iii.
	The cause of sin in our sinful nature – v 5

	
	iv.
	The requirement of God – v 6
	

	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Accept God’s Work of Grace (vv 7-12)

	
	i.
	Purge and wash 
	- v 7
	

	
	ii.
	Make 
	- v 8
	

	
	iii.
	Hide and blot 
	- v 9
	

	
	iv.
	Create and renew
	- v10
	

	
	v.
	Do not cast me away and
	
	

	
	
	take away the Holy Spirit
	- v 11
	

	
	vi.
	Restore 
	- v 12
	

	
	vii.
	Uphold me
	- v 12
	

	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Be a Witness – Testify (Verses 13 – 16)

	
	i.
	Teach transgressors your ways – v 13

	
	ii.
	Open my lips, and my mouth shall show forth your praise – v 15

	
	iii.
	Do not substitute praise, worship and testimony – v 16

	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Bearing Fruits (Verses 17 – 19)

	
	i.
	A sacrifices of a broken and contrite Spirit and heart – v 17

	
	ii.
	Do good – v 18
	
	

	
	iii.
	Sacrifices and offerings – v 19
	


