ASSOCIATE PASTOR TIMOTHY ONG

Title:  
To Complete The Task Of The Gospel
Text:

Matt. 28:18 - 20; Mk.16:19 – 20

Intro:
Jesus has once said that ‘from the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise’

Body:

1.   What is the Gospel?

•
The Gospel is basically the good news of the kingdom which Christ announced.

Mt.4:23, Mt.11:5.

•
‘The Gospel’ denotes the proclamation of God's saving activity in Jesus of Nazareth

•
This good news is to be preached to the poor (Mt.11:5), and to all creation (Mk.16:15).

•
Jesus proclaimed in Lk.4:18, ‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’

•
Some scholars have used the term the ‘Gospel’ to denote a hypothetical genre of Early Christian literature

•
Paul preached ‘the good news about Jesus and the resurrection’ (Acts 17:18).

•
And Paul characterized it in the simplest terms in (1 Cor.15: 3 – 8),

"...that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried; and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures; And that he was seen of Cephas; then of the Twelve: After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once: of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some have fallen asleep. After that he was seen of James, then of all the apostles. Last of all, he was seen of me also, as one born out of due time." 

2
What is the ‘gospel’ within the Gospel?

•
This term ‘the gospel’ within the Gospel came out of the remark of this elderly man from the chinese congregation as he was taught Matt. 28:18 – 20;

 
Mk.16: 15 –20.

•
We need to go out to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and fulfill the call of God.

•
What happens when a person receive Jesus as his or her Lord and Saviour?

•
Jesus says ‘teach all nations’ (KJV), or  ‘make disciples of all nations’ (NRSV).

•
He also said that we are to be ‘baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.’

•
We are to be ‘teaching them to obey everything I (Jesus) have commanded you’.

Jesus declared to all the disciples that he has all the power and all the authority in heaven and on earth.

And He said that ‘And surely I am with you always, till the very end of the age.’

And in between these two declarations, like a sandwich, Jesus gave us this great commission to go and make disciples.

Conclusion:      Can you ‘see’ the power of the gospel?

It starts off as a little leaven. But it has the power to infuse the whole lump of dough.

It will leaven the whole bread.

The whole world will feel the power and the effect of this movement.

Mark 16: 19 -20 says that Jesus ascended to heaven, and ‘Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and confirmed His word by the signs that accomplished it.

They were obedient to the words of Jesus, ‘went out and preached’

They preached the Gospel everywhere that they went.

And the Bible says that ‘the Lord worked with them’

And the Lord confirmed His Word by ‘the signs’ and wonders that accompanied.
