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Title: ASK!  WHAT SHALL I GIVE YOU?

Text: 2 Chronicles 1:7-12

(2 CHRONICLES 1:7-12)

7 On that night God appeared to Solomon, and said to him, "Ask! What shall I give you?"  8 And Solomon said to God: "You have shown great mercy to David my father, and have made me king in his place. 9 Now, O LORD God, let Your promise to David my father be established, for You have made me king over a people like the dust of the earth in multitude. 10 Now give me wisdom and knowledge, that I may go out and come in before this people; for who can judge this great people of Yours?"  11 Then God said to Solomon: "Because this was in your heart, and you have not asked riches or wealth or honor or the life of your enemies, nor have you asked long life-but have asked wisdom and knowledge for yourself, that you may judge My people over whom I have made you king- 12 wisdom and knowledge are granted to you; and I will give you riches and wealth and honor, such as none of the kings have had who were before you, nor shall any after you have the like."

INTRODUCTION
· King Solomon and all the leaders of Israel had offered a thousand burnt offerings to the Lord. That night God appeared to Solomon with an invitation to "ask" from Him.

· It was an open blank cheque  (Thought: Can God trust you?)

Verse 7- God spoke to Solomon

· "Ask!  What shall I give you?"

· Ask me what you want me to do.

· Ask me what you please.

Verse 8-10 Solomon said to God 

· "You have shown great mercy to David my father and made me king over a people like the dust of the earth in multitude."

· "Now give me wisdom and knowledge, that I may go out and come in before this people; for who can judge this great people of Yours?"

Verse 11
- 12 God said to Solomon

· "Because of this [the request for knowledge and wisdom] was in your heart [your heart was for the kingdom] - you {could, but} did not ask for riches or wealth or honor or the life of your enemies nor have you asked long life, but ask for wisdom and knowledge, that you may judge My people over 



whom I have made you king.

· wisdom and knowledge are granted to you; and I will give you riches and wealth and honor, such as none of the kings have had who were before you, nor shall any after you have the like."

SOME BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES THAT RUN THROUGH LIKE A THREAD IN THE BIBLE 

GOD'S BLESSINGS COME TO US BY MERCY

· Mercy is God's grace.

· God's Grace is personified in the person Jesus Christ.

· For by grace you are saved. 


(Ephesians 2:8)

"For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,"

       (John 15)

Jesus is the vine - we are the branches

ASKING IS NOT BEGGING  

· It is the right of every child in the family to ask their parents.

· The Bible says, "ASK" and you shall receive.   

(Luke 11:9)

"So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you."

(Matthew 21:22)

"And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive."

ASKING TO RECEIVE DEPENDS ON WHAT IS IN YOUR HEART 

· First consider God's Kingdom and righteousness

(Matthew 6:33) 

"But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you". 

· God’s response to Solomon’s request for wisdom

(2 Chronicles 1:11-12)

11 Then God said to Solomon: "Because this was in your heart, and you have not asked riches or wealth or honor or the life of your enemies, nor have you asked long life-but have asked wisdom and knowledge for yourself, that you may judge My people over whom I have made you king- 12 "wisdom and knowledge are granted to you; and I will give you riches and wealth and honor, such as none of the kings have had who were before you, nor shall any after you have the like."

· Solomon had the "kingdom" - God's people - at heart. He wanted knowledge and wisdom, so he would be righteous in his reign over the people.

· Is God's Kingdom and righteousness “first” in our hearts?

· James tells us why we do not receive

(James 4:2-3)

2 You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war.
Yet you do not have because you do not ask.

· Before God can give to you, He tests you by giving through you

· Can God trust you with what you ask for?

· Have you received and given when He speaks to you?

THE BIBLE PRINCIPLE - GIVING IS SOWING
(2 Corinthians 9:6-7)

6 But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.

(Luke 6:38)

"Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you."

GOD IS THE SOURCE OF WEALTH AND RICHES

· God created them.

(Genesis 1:1)

"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth".

· All that is in heaven and on earth belongs to God.  He created them and He can have more from His creative powers.

(Psalm 24:1)

"The earth is the LORD's, and all its fullness, the world and those who dwell therein."

(Isaiah 66:1)

Thus says the LORD: Heaven is My throne, And earth is My footstool. Where is the house that you will build Me?  And where is the place of My rest?"

(Psalm 50:10)

"For every beast of the forest is Mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills."

(Haggai 2:8)

'The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine,' says the LORD of hosts."

(Deuteronomy 8:18)

"And you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you power to get wealth, that He may establish His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day."

· Wealth and riches cannot be sinful or evil when they are created and belong to God.

·  And it is He who gives us the power to get wealth.

THE BLESSINGS OF GOD IS IN THE SPIRITUAL REALM FIRST 

then manifested in the earthly realm or material realm.

(Ephesians 1:3)

"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,"

Examples:

· Abraham – His servant’s testimony

(Genesis 24:34-35)

34 So he said, "I am Abraham's servant. 35 The LORD has blessed my master greatly, and he has become great; and He has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male and female servants, and camels and donkeys.

· (Job 42:10-13; 15-17)

10 And the LORD restored Job's losses when he prayed for his friends. Indeed the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before. 11 Then all his brothers, all his sisters, and all those who had been his acquaintances before, came to him and ate food with him in his house; and they consoled him and comforted him for all the adversity that the LORD had brought upon him. Each one gave him a piece of silver and each a ring of gold.  12 Now the LORD blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning; for he had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, one thousand yoke of oxen, and one thousand female donkeys. 13 He also had seven sons and three daughters. 15 In all the land were found no women so beautiful as the daughters of Job; and their father gave them an inheritance among their brothers. 16 After this Job lived one hundred and forty years, and saw his children and grandchildren for four generations. 17 So Job died, old and full of days.

· Joseph was blessed - he was made ruler of Egypt in Pharoah's household 

· Obedience brings blessings

(Deutronomy 28:1-14)

PLEASE INSERT SCRIPTURES FOR BARCO
WHAT IS OUR RESPONSE TO GOD'S BLESSINGS?

We respond to God's blessings in three ways:

· With a spirit of pride

· We act and behave as though we deserve it.

· We take the credit thinking we earned it.

· With a spirit of poverty

· Poverty is a curse.When man sinned, he was cursed by being put out of the Garden of God's blessings of abundance.  The land was cursed with weeds, thorns and thistles. He was to till the ground and live by the sweat of his brow.

· Jesus took our curse.

(2 Corinthians 8:9)

"For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich."

· A spirit of poverty makes us apologize for God's blessings - we feel guilty for having nice things.

· With a spirit of gratitude

· This is the right response.

· Thankful, appreciative and grateful to the point of letting go when God asks us to.

CONCLUSION

· Ask with the kingdom of God at heart

· Respond with a spirit of gratitude

NEXT MESSAGE:  PART 2 - 'WEALTH AND RICHES"
