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Senior Pastor Prince Guneratnam
Title: You Are Highly Favoured of God (Part II)

Text: Luke 1:28

(Luke 1:28)
And having come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly favoured one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!”

· You don’t need an angel to say ‘you are highly favoured’ because:
· You are child of God (John 1:12)

· You are a new creation in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17)

· Christ lives in you (Galatians 2:20)

· You have the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8)
· God’s promises are for you (2 Corinthians 1:20)

· “Rejoice” in God’s love and mercy and not to look at your circumstances.
· The Bible says, “all things work for good to them that love Him and are called by His Name”

Ten fundamental truths about the favour of God
· What is favour? 
· It is goodness and mercy
· Goodness is receiving what you don’t deserve.
· Mercy is not receiving what you do deserve.



David said (Psalm 23:6)



“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of 

the LORD forever.” 

· The favour of God is the greatest gift in life
· The favour of God brought Jesus Christ to be the Savior of the world.

· The favour of God comes through Jesus Christ from whom all blessings flow.


Proverbs says it is better than silver, gold, rubies, diamonds, fame and fortune.

· The favour of God is like the “cloud of the latter rain” 

(Proverbs 16:15)

“In the light of the king’s face is life, and his favor is like a cloud of the latter rain.”

The latter rain guarantees harvest.

When you see the cloud rejoice for God is keeping His Promises.

· How to receive the favour of God?
· Through Obedience!


(Deuteronomy 28:1 – 2)

“Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God, to observe 
carefully all His commandments which I command you today, that the LORD your God will set you 
high above all nations of the earth. 2 And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, 
because you obey the voice of the LORD your God:

· You don’t pray to prosper – you obey.

(Malachi 3:10 – 11)


“Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house, and try Me now in this,” 

Says the LORD of hosts,“If I will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you such 

blessing that there will not be room enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the devourer for your 


sakes, so that he will not destroy the fruit of your ground, nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you 

in the field,” Says the LORD of hosts;
· How do you remain in the favour of God?            
Favour is relational
· Walk in the light of God’s Word.
· Live by faith and not by sight.

· The blessing that comes by God’s favour cannot be revoked


Illustration:  Isaac and Esau


(Genesis 27:36-38)
And Esau said, “Is he not rightly named Jacob? For he has supplanted me these two times. He took away my birthright, and now look, he has taken away my blessing!” And he said, “Have you not reserved a blessing for me?” Then Isaac answered and said to Esau, “Indeed I have made him your master, and all his brethren I have given to him as servants; with grain and wine I have sustained him. What shall I do now for you, my son?” And Esau said to his father, “Have you only one blessing, my father? Bless  me—me also, O my father!” And Esau Lifted up his voice and wept”.

· The favour of God begins with a seed

(Galatians 6:7)
 
“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.”


Planting is an act of obedience.  


Planting is doing what God says.

You don’t get a harvest without planting a seed.


If you plant nothing, you get nothing.


It is from a seed, you get a harvest.

The favour of God can bring sudden wealth of fortune
· Ruth was married to Boaz through whom came Jesus Christ
· Esther became the chosen queen
· Joseph became a ruler
· David became a king.

· The favour of God can multiply your blessings


Job was blessed double of what he had at first.

(Job 42:10,12,13)
And the LORD restored Job’s losses when he prayed for his friends. Indeed the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before.  Now the LORD blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning; for he had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, one thousand yoke of oxen, and one thousand female donkeys. He also had seven sons and three daughters. 

· Arrogance and pride will rob the favour of God

(1 Peter 5:5)

“Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for “God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.”


(Psalm 101:5)

“Whoever secretly slanders his neighbor, him I will destroy; The one who has a haughty look and a proud heart, him I will not endure.


Example:  King Saul. 


The Prophet Samuel said (1 Samuel 15:22,23)

“Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in 
obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and 
to heed than the fat of rams.  23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, he also has rejected you from being king. 
