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Senior Pastor Prince Guneratnam
Title: You are Highly Favoured of God

Scriptures: Luke 1:26-30

(Luke 1:28)
And having come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!”

INTRODUCTION: YOU ARE HIGHLY FAVORED BECAUSE YOU ARE A CHILD OF GOD!

(JOHN 1:12)

“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name:”

· You are a new creature in Christ 

(2 Corinthians 5:17)



“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have 
passed away; behold, all things have become new.”

· Christ lives in you

(Galatians 2:20)

“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ 
lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” 

· You have the Holy Spirit

(Acts 1:8)

“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 
and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
· You have God’s promise 


(2 Corinthians 1:20)



“For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us”

The Favor of God is Life’s Greatest Possession

David said, 

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of the LORD Forever.”(Psalm 23:6)
· “Goodness”- gives me what I don’t deserve

· “Mercy”- spares me from what I deserve

· “Favour”- is the combination of both goodness and mercy – a gracious, friendly act given freely.

David was a blessed man

David said 

“He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.” (Psalm 1:3)

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE FAVORED AND BLESSED?

· “Favour “is a relationship with God resulting in the actualization of His blessings.

· “To bless” is a verbal impartation.

· “The blessing” is an impartation of the supernatural blessings of God into human life because of God’s promises spoken under spiritual authority.
· “Words” can shape you for the good or bad.

Fathers are priests of their families and can bless them

· God told Moses to tell the priest to bless Israel.
(Numbers 6:22-26)

“And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, ‘This is the way you shall bless the children of Israel. Say to them: “The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD make His face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, 

and give you peace.” 
· Be the man of your house
· To be a man is a choice

· To be a male is by birth.

The book of Proverbs says:

(Proverbs 22:1)
“A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, loving favour rather than silver and gold.” 

· Favour is better than: 

· Silver and gold.  

· Rubies and diamonds.  
· Fame and fortune.
(Proverbs 16:15)
“In the light of the king’s face is life, and his favor is like a cloud of the latter rain.”

· “Cloud of the latter rain” refers to the latter rain that guarantees the harvest.

· God’s favor guarantees His promises upon your life.

PEOPLE IN THE BIBLE PEOPLE WHOM GOD FAVOURED

· The people of Israel and the Exodus from Egypt

(Exodus 12:35-36)
“Now the children of Israel had done according to the word of Moses, and they had asked from the Egyptians articles of silver, articles of gold, and clothing.  And the LORD had given the people favor in the sight of 


the Egyptians, so that they granted them what they requested. Thus they plundered the Egyptians”.

· Ruth 

Ruth 1:1-13 (New International Version)

 1 In the days when the judges ruled, [a] there was a famine in the land, and a man from Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife and two sons, went to live for a while in the country of Moab. 2 The man's name was Elimelech, his wife's name Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Kilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem, Judah. And they went to Moab and lived there. 

 3 Now Elimelech, Naomi's husband, died, and she was left with her two sons. 4 They married Moabite women, one named Orpah and the other Ruth. After they had lived there about ten years, 5 both Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi was left without her two sons and her husband. 

 6 When she heard in Moab that the LORD had come to the aid of his people by providing food for them, Naomi and her daughters-in-law prepared to return home from there. 7 With her two daughters-in-law she left the place where she had been living and set out on the road that would take them back to the land of Judah. 

 8 Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, "Go back, each of you, to your mother's home. May the LORD show kindness to you, as you have shown to your dead and to me. 9 May the LORD grant that each of you will find rest in the home of another husband." 

      Then she kissed them and they wept aloud 10 and said to her, "We will go back with you to your people." 

 11 But Naomi said, "Return home, my daughters. Why would you come with me? Am I going to have any more sons, who could become your husbands? 12 Return home, my daughters; I am too old to have another husband. Even if I thought there was still hope for me – even if I had a husband tonight and then gave birth to sons – 13 would you wait until they grew up? Would you remain unmarried for them? No, my daughters. It is more bitter for me than for you, because the LORD's hand has gone out against me!" 
· Joseph, whose parents were Jacob and Rachel.
Joseph was favored among his brothers.


Genesis 37:3-4

“Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age. Also he made him a tunic of many colors. But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak peaceably to him.”

· The favor of God also brings a challenge but it is a challenge with a future.
· Esther and her people, the Jews
· Joseph and his 12 years of affliction that led him to be a ruler
· The three Hebrew children in the fiery furnace
· Daniel and the lions’ den

WHY DOES FAVOUR COME WITH CHALLENGES?

· To keep us on the straight an narrow road

· To make us a vessel of honor
· If you cannot bear the cross, you cannot wear the crown

· If you cannot take criticism, you will destroy yourself with compliments
· If you are going to lead the band, you will have to face the music.

HOW DO I FIND FAVOR WITH GOD?

Through obedience!

The Bible is a book of conditional revelation - if you obey, God will keep His promises.

· Forgiveness - if you confess

· Healing - if you believe
· Obedience 

· (Deuteronomy 28:1-2)

“Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God, to observe carefully all His commandments which I command you today, that the LORD your God will set you high above all nations of the earth. 2 And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake  you, because you obey the voice of the LORD your God:”



If you don’t



(Deuteronomy 28:15)

“But it shall come to pass, if you do not obey the voice of the LORD your God, to observe carefully all His commandments and His statutes which I command you today, that all these curses will come upon you and overtake you:”

· (Proverbs 8:32)

“Now therefore, listen to me, my children, for blessed are those who keep my ways”
· (Isaiah 1:19)
“If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land;”

CAN GOD TRUST YOU WITH RICHES AND WEALTH?

Don’t pray for what God already declared.
You don’t need prayer to prosper.  You need to obey.

(Luke 6:38)
“Give and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.”

(Malachi 3:10)
“Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house, and try Me now in this,” says the LORD of hosts, “If I will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing that there will not be room enough to receive it.”

WHAT DOES GOD DO WHEN YOU OBEY?

(Malachi 3:11)
“And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, so that he will not destroy the fruit of your ground, nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in the field,” says the LORD of hosts;

HOW TO GET THE FAVOUR OF GOD TO WORK IN YOUR LIFE, HOME & WORK?

· Make Jesus, the Lord of your life
· Let Him be your Joy
· Obey Him.
